THE 


Nonconfozmiſts Plea | 


FOR THE 


Conformilts: 
[The Church of England 


AND- THE | 
Diſſenters Reconciled; 


Being ſom Arguments modeſtly offered, tending 

to Peace andUnitie; wherein isendeavoured ta 

be Proved, Thar it is not Unlatwful for thoſe 
commenly called Nonconformiſts 'to-hear Mi-, 

niſters of the Church of England. | 


. Cleared by theſe 3. Propoſitions, 


T. That it is no Sin, IT. That itis a Duty, III, Thar it 
is a Matter ( at this Junfure ) of greateſt Expediencie and 
on which the Praſervation of the Proteſtant Religion'very 
much dependeth, as utterly Defeating the Deſigns of che 
Romaniſts, who would divide us, and ſer ns one to Ruin 
another for Trifles, that they mai Enflave us all co their 

- Intolerabl-and Deteſtabl Abominations, ; 
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Letters of ſeveral Perſons upon the Pers 
ſal of the Book, whoſe names the Author 
for ſome Reaſons, beſt known to bimſelf, 

thought fit to conceal, | 
..Mr. C. 


-Thank. yout for the Sight of your Papers which I have Peru- 
ſed : your Deſrgn 1s Pious and Good, and your reaſons ſo 
firmly Linked together, by-a very plain Method, thar they 
may convince all but the obſtinare, and ſuch as hate to be 

Reformed. As they are now in Manuſcript, they will more In- 
vite the particular Friends of the Diſlenting Party to Read them 
when in Print, becauſe they will come tendered to them, as your 
Private and Perſonal kindneſs, which will make way (If any 
thing will) through that Pride and Stomach, which is the Mother 
of their errors, and ſtands perpetually upon the Guard ro Defend 
them, But I will not preſcribe to-you 'the Method, that know 
much better than I do, the unhappy temper of this Party. 
Wiſhing therefore all good Succeſs to your endeavour; 


I reſt, 
Toar Aſſured Friend, 


I ſpeak nothing to diſcourage your Printing theſe Papers ;- for 
when you do Print them, 7 deſire three or fowr-Copies, to grue mn 
Charity to them that need; bur if before that you 'communicate 
them ro ſome Friends 'of that Party in a Manuſcript, you ſhall ſte 
what they want to ſarisfie, where they will endeavour to mgke 
gaps, and where you may Strengthen your Fence ; if it \well-not 
to muc!; more; for you may believe, that rhey that admir you 
to be their Chirurgion, will endure long your Lancet to this Im- 


"A p 4 , R | STIR, 


* 


poſthurve. *. 


" STR, | = | 
theſe Diviſions.of the- Church, -Frhink. nothing, wore Pious aud 

Prudent , then the Studying and endeavouring of an Union; 
which 1 hope is the only deſign. of this Treatiſe, The greateſt 
Argument tor the juſt Authority and Efficacy of the Eng/iſo.Mini- 
ſters (which, ſhould. be drawn from their, Divine Or ditiatron, and are 
urged 474inſt the Papiſts and gther Secretaries} are by the Author 
of this Treatiſe omutred, and that perhaps-on purpoſe;' and:pru- 
denttially ; and he hath choſen chiefly Arguments, ad hominem, 
grounded on the Principles and conceſſions of the Nonconformiſts, 
or ſome apparent miſchiefs; and theſe I like very well, and ho 
they. may: have good effect to-draw theſe-to hear Truth : wi 
oppoſe it now, becauſe they never were taught it, or underſtood 
it. 'And to this deſign I heartily wiſh an Happy Succels; and : 
and ſhall afford my. utmoſt. aſſiſtance. 

Tours, 

T. H. 


—_ ” ” — 
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To the Unſelfconceited and Uncontentious, -. 


The Worthy and Learned,E.H: bis Cordial and punfnal. Friend, and 
the erglancd Author, or- at leaſt, the manifeſtly: Ingenuons , and 
Levingly Laborious Publiſher of, and the no /eſs Pleaſgnily. Facgts- 
ou1, and Piouſly Elaborate Prafacer to thar New-Printed, World- . 
amuſing and Awazing , that pure Sublime, and Saper-Seraphic _ 
Piece, Entituled, Theologia Myſtica, or the Myſtic Divinity of , 
the Eternal Inviſibles. A Work never Extaut before. 


Hbnoured Sir,. 


' F any ſhall receive Benefit-by the Publiſhing of theſe Argue 
;\ ments tending to Peace and Unity, .cither by caſing their 
.; Conſciences, inlarging their Minds, or ſecuring their Liberty 
., and worldly Intereſt, they muſt principally, if nor wholly, be 
Ladebted to-you for it :.. Becauſe though the ſame haye been writ- 
ten ſeveral years paſlt,. yet had they. utterly periſhed, /ke.av wn- 
timely Birth, and never ſeen the light, had not your hand been the 
Inſtrument of emitting , or grivging it forth ipto the World: and 
therefore all.the blame, baſe thoughts, worſe wiſhes the Plea de- 
ſerves, full upon you, and let me be as ficely diſtilled, as was ; 
Naaman 


Naimnars by him, who ſdid, Goin Peace, 'Now, if youthink it will 
be.inguired, what Principles, doth this Authour hold as-to Peints 
Emndamental, or neceſſary to Salvation. > The Anſwer is, thar the 
judgment of Worthy Divines dothihe aequieſce; viz. Thar thene- 
cellaries to Salvation are few, plain, tefie, not difficult, or requizing 
mach time to be learned ; yer for want of time to write- them, 
and room to 'place them here.” He Summeth up his Creed into 
theſe following Heads, or Commou Places. | 

1. He Profellettrthe moſt Holy Trinity as the. ObjeCtiof Worſhip, 
2. The Holy Scripture as: the Rule of Worſhip. 3.. A Heaven of 
Glory, or place ot Eternal Bleſſedneſs, as the Reward of Worſhip. 
4- The moſt Antient and beſt. Reformed Church to be the fittett 
place of Worſhip, and toyoyne to theſe four general Principles or 
Doctrines. br the: 5. place, an active Fairh.upon Gods good pro- 
miſes. :6. A: purifying hope of enjoying thefe. 7, A.good and 
Innocent Life, according to the beſt Examples and Rules of Love 
and Charity ; whicls things cannot be evident and certain where 
true Repentauce. is not. : The Stbject, I fay, wherein theſe. do Center, 
| believe to have a right» to Gods Kingdom, and that he is'and 
will be a joyful partaker of Eternal Salvation,.eyen at the Refur- 
reCtion of the Juſt, and Eternal Judgment ; of which number he 
wnfeignedly defireth tobe found. ' Now for tlie Rules, or a Mcthod 
to try and determine Prmciples or Doctriges by, he bath been ac- 
cnſtomed»to thee. 

I. That no Principle be admitted by a Religious mind, that doth 
interfere with the- Diyine- Attrihuces; - or perfections of. the- Al- 
mighty, ſuch as any way render him Inſypient in-point af.Witdom, 
Impotent in point-of Power, or Cruel ani Uamereiful in oppoſi- 
tion to Love, Metcy; Kindnets, and-all-good Nature; -. 

IT. That no Principle can be entertained as-fonnd,.or worthy of 
aſſent in a pious Soul, that is-repuignant to Reaſon property ſo cal; 
led ; becauſe-this- being an Eternal Princigle, and given-by.God 
to be, ar it were, an Univerfal Oracle; or: Guide to-Mankind ; ut 8 
nat to be ſuppalcd that he'ſhoald eſtabliſh any ching-repugnant gr 
diſſonant to the ſame, 

II, No Principle to be allowed,.thart contraditeth common 
and univerſal Experience. , For if Gad be found to be every where, 
to fl all kis own. works, according to-Phileſophy, and that,zhere 
is no place where he 1s not, according to Holy Scriprare; nav, 

that 


that/he is {6 near; -as thac every natural Species hith'an imme- 
dite ddpthdance upon him : If Man bean ative Principle ſince 
the Fall + "ah rt; God, and undertaking of aBlefied: Mo- 
didtor; if Men find thar'they -have. Liberty and Power to do a 
Thoufand things more than they do or have done, then to-limit 
the Holy One, and to fay ho 1shere, but not there; to hold thar 
Man is ndead Principle, not capable of Aftion and;Motion, in re- 
ſpect of good as —_ as evil, lefſeneth Gods Mercy, the largneſs 
&f the Mediation, giveth the Lye; and contradicteth cotimon and 
tniverſaf Experience, and ſo not ro be held. | 
IV. NoPrinciple to be received that fight the Seriptures, I mean 
» make them fight one againſt the other, and excludethan harmony 
in the whole :. For it is to be noted with a Mark in the Margin, that 
-where the Scripturesof Truth ſeem to contradict, it is only by rea- 
' ſors of our: darkneſs : Therefore we are-to form nothing into ſta- 
ted Principles that doth unavoidably create a War in the Sacred 
Record, ſet at variance, and make diſcord, ſpecially there where 
we are ſure there muſt be a full conoord, a moſt harmonious and 
perfett Unity, which will be caſily diſcerned, when we ſhall ob- 
rain the Mercy in his Light, to ſee Lightr'that was the Author of 
'V. That; asthere is an undoubted Unity in the Holy Scriptures, 
ſo there is no leſs an entire Unity in all the Divino Attributes of 
the ever adorable and bleſſed Tri-um Deity. There is not Juftice 
oppoſite to Goodneſs, Kindneſs, and Mercy; burttheſe are all Ju- 
ſtice, and Juftice is all theſe, whatſoever the dark minds of Men 
way fappoſe, fancy, or imagine of any difference, contrariety, or 
oppoſition : And therefore ſome Men, though otherwiſe Godly 
and Learned, not fo well conſidering, that whatſoever is eſſentially 
in God is one and the ſame, do ſometimes repreſent God as divi- 
ded in his Holy Attributes, as if his Mercy were to ſaye what his 
Juſtice- were to' condemn, or as if there were two Wills in-the Di- 
vine Eſſence, -attributing' that ro God, which neither is, nor can be 
m Him, by this their ſo advancing one Attribute above or without 
another, which indeed is to deſtroy all. 
Laſtly, He afferteth"that as all the Attributes are jndiviſible 


and inſeparable in God,-ſo'do they alt. indivifbly and inſepara- 
bly concurr' tm all his Aftions and Adminiſtrations «towards. his 


Creatures. —_—_ | | 
Reſpetted 


pf 
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=— , |  ” MET K h b k 4 SL 2h 

I ſhall give you ns further tronble Dy the Enumeration bf any 
more Principles; which would be bur ſupernumerary, and there- 
fore ſubjoyn only theſe few '{itbſequent words, viz. That the Pre- 
ſumption of theſe Lines, you can and will, the, more readily (fo 1 
perſwade my felf”) pw by and Pardon, for 2s much as you have 
already candidly admitted and: accepted this ny (may well (ay) 
home-ſpun, plain and mean, yet (may, dare and muſt, as well 
fay)honeſt,peacefuland however, well-meant'Plea from your #4- 
#24085 Acquamtance, unſuſpected ſervant, and grant me the Ho- 
noun alſa-to-add, > what you, Eknow,. will. cafhly. believe met 


begun - vn | 
n...: Dear Sir, 

"Jour anfeigned Friend, . 
} C. 


The Anſwer of EH. to F.C.-with 
ſom Adviſe to his' Friends' arid Brethren | 
in Chriſt our Lord. 


, Sir, and mi very loving, worthkand good Friend, 
Hevr ſafely and lately Yeceined your wel-&rawn Lines, and-re- 
yJoice therein to ſee, 4s amidſt your-mani great aſſaults on evers 
. 8 © fide, your: wndaunted Reſolution; [fo ' anridſt no leſs,” nor ſewer 
worlals a"wrements, the nnearthli Spirit of your mind, which, 1 
p__ Gad, wil more and mor# advance in Divine knowledge ; the 
which in due time wil, and beſt of all can ( I was abomt to ſai muſt) 
alone baniſh the Evil Bealt, together with the Whore, and the Anti- 
chriſt, oxt of the Heart of man. Theſe all, patarocly, He and 
muſt Fall, in whomſoever found, by the hand of Heaven, by the 
Sword of-God's Anger, that will be ſo ſharpned, as mightily to cut, even, 
as it Were, 'aſwnder both Bod:e and Soul, in this time of Divine Viſi- 
* tatian, which certenty- is neer-and clearly at-hand; no leſs aſſurcaly, 
than the Fire with you in Babel kindling, ſballburn and flame fiercely 
.. azainſt you, and mee and everi one, Under and in which (mangre 
Allen and Devils) if we abide and wait in Divine Patience, there wil 
be ſuch. a Tranſmutation or Change, as that we ſhall all com forth, as 
fine as Gold, Gold ſebth times tried in the Fire. | 
We ſhal de wel therefore to giv all Diligence, and our ſelvs to all 
' Study, how, without Controverſic, to make our Calling and Elettion 
ſure, and everi one of us to appli himſelf to all earneſt ſinceritic, and 
ſo much the more, ( ſeeing great Warrs, Uproars and Inſurrettions, 
Perplexities, Calamities and Death are comin!, and wil in a ſhort 
' ime, be over all the Earth) heartily to ſeck and ſtrive, Faſt and giv 
Alms of thoſe things that we have, Prai and perſevere in Praier, and 
ſo farthfally-prepare for, that wee may be ſafely defended in this Great 
Tribulation : for it cannot otherwiſe be , it is neer, and coeth on 
fironzly and ſwifily; nai, 1s got among ns, (tho too few have got a ſizht 
of it) and is at preſent begwn. 
This, Sir, out of the beſt preſence of mind and perſetteft unaer- 
ſtanding, T am-poſſeſſed with, [ have apprehended requiſit, «t this ſea- 
(fon, for your Fratern Meditation and Chriſtian Concemplation, to be 
acquainted with: as likewiſe that I am wel, {© wel ſatisfied in the 
 (uirableneſs, ſeaſonableneſs, and advanianeouſneſs of making this diſ- 
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»  eaavf Public, as to be abundantly content, yea, wilting, defirons aid 
exceedingly Covetous ro bear ([ was abort to add, ev'n ambitions to 
Conrt) all the blame it deſerveth, how much ſoever it mai meet wi©h, 
For being \a Man, and thxo Mercie, of Morals too, I find this Princi- 
fle,- among mani ether, in'me fixed, that is, to mind Dutic alway, 
danger no'way. Conteſts, Cenſaret, Croſſes ; 1!-will, II-wiſhes, Curſes ; 
or ani thing worſ, arg (ith, or next to nothing at al, to me : nai, the 
worſ, the better in Agora carſ. The World's Craflic is our cxaltation 
in'Chriſt, with whom to ſuffer, and to whoſe Imaze tobe made, in Su{- 
ſering, conformabl, ſholdnot ſeems ſtrange to us, who at beſt, are here but 
ſtrange Gueſts in the itor/d, going home to our Father's Hou agen, or. 
rather wandring in the Pilgrim's-Path toward our Nativ Conmric, 
that Heavenls One above, ; >" oi Om 
Tet, among all the varieties of envertainments here below, this your 
late Papyr-Ore (you were pleaced ta let me participate of ) hath gion 
me the leſs't perplexitie of thowght, and minuteſt d;ſſatisfattion, or dif- 
guſt. . Nor can [ imazin that it can. ani waie poſſibl, relliſh-ill, bt 
rather very grateflill, yra, prov highly Palatabl (; and that without” 
diſpate, if Doftum Palatum be the Viſter ) for theſe, tho few, yet 
delicions; curidns, and choiſ Ingredients of that your Righteous, Sober © 
and. Godli Belief, that your Serious, Sincere and. Chriſtian Faith,” 
which you have ſo Frankly afforded. me, in the foregoing Letter, Sed 
Cynthiusaurem vellit, .,}|4t of allthis ?. Aloſs ! where prejudice 
frreth Tuge, what hopes hath the moſt Innacent, or rational Plea po, 
be heard. ? what cure thereof” tobe had ?. There” are ſom Froward 
Tempers that bave att av yo fog all | farts of Phyſic, and "which 
had rather continue Blind than aſe ani Collyrium, or Eicfalv, tho the 
very beſt, ani tha offered with the greateſt Charitie imazinabl. - 
' Conld 1 prevale with your Brethren who have hitherto been Non- 
conforttiifts,' ra. /ai 1/ide; ai Bjaſs of mind and. former Education, # 
ms nf k4'y fig Jour Boak predufliv of very happs .c efts. Ke 
- Twold therefdte Beck them not-to ftumbl, leſs to ftartl at its, 
bet guſ haply it n4i prov too creat a Croſs to their Genius, to their 
Priar Opinions,” or ro their "wy But to pax a while Calm-, 
ly, Jo Impartialy , and confider. ſeriowſly the, Arguments, their 
cohetence ang cogence,, and if thei frid the Premj 6. of force, ad, 
D4lnes. not pertingciguſty,” or ſo" much as P4ſſionately, to rejeft ; F 
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tie the otuſion. Bur (mi thonghts J I hear, Pride , Self- 
n ttoncy, or vain glorie, begin to ſa; or [nine of T5 | IN We 
| / 
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Invbo: have brew a Nonconformift theſtr20, theſe:30,. or mare Me# 4s 
ang prradventure have had too, @ Congregation of ni own,- and bave - 
vehemently ſpoken likewiſe azainſt hearing the Public Minifters and. © 
Natjonal Preachers, ſhal I*; Such 4 Man as I, go to Church? - 
Build what I hav: deſtroied ? Raiſ up what I have Raſed 
down? What wil the Populo, the mani, * aur Multitxde, who- 
perhaps mai have (at *\ ſom of then) 'lopg been mi attentive An- 
ditors) ſai and report of me? I Kepl, do your autit,. and what 9 | 
moſt for the Peace of the Church, and let them {ai what thei of," 
That Man makgtb enongh, im all Conſcience, of his Credit, Repata- + 
tion and Honoxr, who Sacrifeeth' it for the benefit of re OSes : 
rhe good of the Kingdom, the Public Intereſt of Chriſtiauitit, © Nor 
can ani but the wretchedly weak, or wofully wilfull,' Calunniare,. . 
Scandalizs, or Reproach you, whoſe ſhame it is to withitand, and, | 
having done all, to ſtand; and that out,-end againſt that, which can be 
no &ſbonoxr in the leſs't, namely, to hold Communion with. « Church, + . 
wherein all the Eſſentials (to Speak moſt meanly of it, and in the 
loweſt Degree) of Faith ayd Worſhip: are Conſerved entire and pure. 
Remarquable on thy SubjeRt are the Wards of 4 compaſſionate, con- 
feientions and Reverend Pather of the Charch..new Lies , and thia_ 
ſpeaking to and expoſtnlating with the Nonconformilts.. - 
Yon ſee, my Beloved in Chriſt, how carneftly I'have pleaded. - 
for you to the Fathers and Governours of the Ohurch; that they 
would graciouſly 'condeſcend to aboliſh fols-Ceremonics in the + 
Charch, that ſo they. may reccive you into it;Þut. yer 1 have no © - 
great hopes that they-willhearken-to me. You your-ſelvcs, for- - 
whom 1 plead; deſtroy my kope ; For they ntly dafh mein 
Sons in Duty to. - 


Conſcicace you, 


ns. Vize Submirs 
yr And aga 
them thas haze 


| you and . Heb. XIM. _ 
am-tabione an the San, why 15. your Cerſcience Jo hold. 4-0 > 


clear 8 Text, aud ſo Timereni. mn 44owbtful Text? Is this Religion 
or-Reafon? Is this not appaxently wilfuloeſs? 1 beſeech you, 
Brethren, take heed of thus diſſembling with God and the : 
or- take” heed of giving your-ſelf up to the delufion of a miftaken 
Spirit. - Hamilitie a»d Obedience are evidene Marks of the Spirit: 
Learn of me, ſaich Chrift, Mat. XI. 29. For 1 am meck and lowly 

in Heart, God refiſteth the Proud, and giveth Grace to rhe Humble, 
Wherefore I beſecech you, firſt pur on the Lord ſells Chriſt with all © 
Humilitie, thav he may giv you the Grace of his'Hok Spirit, to 
diſcern theſe clear Truths from conceired and fancifull Errors. 

2. Ido beſeech you conſider, whether of the two be nor ſafer, to- © - 
erre in the way of Humilirie, then to erre in the wai of Pride, which 
makes it doubly Datanabl, and void of all excuſe.” Whereas the 
hambl Soul bath. great excuſe to-plead} anddf Charity cover 4 miil- 
tude of Sint, furcly #nmilitie-will cover ſaw. A Soul clothed wich 
humilitic cannot eaſily be diſpleafing re-an Hambl Saviour ; bur. 
Clothed with Pride, can ſcarce be acceptabl bur rather hateful , -- 
like a Prond Pharifee, with all his enumerated qualifications, and- 
conceired virtues And av Brethren, *ti3 evident, your Spirit fa- 
yours fotnthing of the Phariſce;. magnifying your own Holineſs 
and deſpiſtag all others as Public ans and Sinners, and refuſing all 
Communion with them, Whereas the' Heli.of Helirs, our Lord * 
Jeſus, 'chofe chiefly to converſ with then: ' 

3. I beſtech you to conſider the great miſchief yon bring upon 
this Churth and Nation ; You pretend to.be great Zelots againſt 
Paperie, yer giv 'me Jeav-to fat, yourindiſcreet and diſobedienr 

e mainly. let's 'it in. "Tk | 

Thus this peaceabb pruderit and pious Prelater And to this bis 
laft conſideration 7 ſball afſwme the Andacitic te add, that whereas 
nothing can now more Rejoyce the Romaniſts, nor cau 4 greater Tu- 
biter inthe Hearts of Papiſts, than to ſee the Iajor part of the Pro- 
teſtants in theſe Realms Far Romed, and «tterly tnined for Non- 
conformiſts z-ſo nothinz on the contrari, canmore direfly tend, nor [d 
wuch, to the dſeppoining and -finall LuPakg their Helliſh and -* 
Dewliſh Plots and Derſogns, as for af: teftants, of what Deno- -: 
mination ſoever, to Conferm v. the preſent Eftabliſhed Church: | 
Which would abſoirely and without all peradventure break all the 
Papiſts prefent Meaſures, and force them (if they attemt, and are- 
ſo 8ndaciexs us. to attacque 4 ) to Hes it Uommalguriaded ad Bare- * 


_- 


s "And which, wold, wndoubledty, Zeprive and frip them of.,all 
did, ah 4 fence from the Proteſtant par ie of ani-ſort whatſoever. 
"Nor ſhald we ani more do their Drudzerie, drive thiir' Defiens, 
. Hit, or Aims at their Marks, or Advance their Intereſt, by defleai. 
ing one another ; but al theſe hammers, of Contention (with which the 
Crafti and cruel Teſmits, ev'iralmaſt Fnack. ws #'th-head, and, at ani 
tire of their failure, {7 Ks to Box and. Beat ont one another 


pm - 
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: 
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's Br ajns, 
Blindfold) being broken. and thrown «away, we fhold be Mkt (5 fir ms 
and ſtanch, among or.ſelvs, and appear to them terzibl,'as Armie 
with Banners. 7; conclude and conſummate a!,- Self-Freſervation, 
being the prime Principle in a'l Creature:, Rational and Irrational, 
« ſpringing from the veri.. Fountain ' of Naturs, it ſeif, fbold in 
Nature and Reaſon Praponderate and over-Dallaice ani other. mhg'ſo- 
ever conſiderations. or £4n it be hut obſerved, evin by the meanef 
capacitie, that whatſoever 1s don to. this purport and tha, if it be 
not finfully.don, muſt of neceſſitie be Wiſely don, and the. undeniable 
predutt of Prudence; that ſo much commended, difficultly obteined, rare 
ayd incomparahl yirtwe, Mai the Aimighti andthe only ayd or 1g inaly. 
Wiſe Beeing of _Beeings, beſo good and gracions to ut, ai tg ſhew us the, 
Effeftnal means, and moſt proper Expedients to prevent, obſiruth, and 
wtterly null and bring to-hothing thoſe. numberle(s, Black , Diſmal, 
and dreadfu'l Evils, which dirdly Frown upon, and miſcrably Threaten 
ys; and, by His Bleſſing on your pains, render this Pious, Peacefyll, 
prudent Treatiſe and Diſcomrſ, wſefull, ſerviceedl, to ſo deſirabl au 
end; and mai God afford his Grace and Eaver,in jt, and grant everi 
Reader thereof ts make good ſe of the ſame, and of this preſent Seaſon 
and acceptabl Trme, and to go-forth ont -of the Fleſhli Babel, (it is 
bigh Time,) and let euers one ſerch and examin himſelf, leaſt hee 
be taken in it, and ſo partake nnaueidably of its Plagues, The Lord 
God, who wold have al Men come to t 6 knowled: of the Truth aud 
be ſaved, keep you and your, us and our, even all, Men, Women and 
Children,in TE byHu Bleſſed knowledy of Peſus Chriſt in us: To the 
. Patience, Merknes,and Lov of whom,1 commend the Catbvlic C harch, 
. 6Y/n the whol {ral of God, an1 in whom [] am, Sir, 


Your readi and real Friend, | 
Qi-28 . Ideys Df prides, Va «4 
v2 2. [ 2.60 T Util 
7” 4, 3011; ©8195, 2000eB Chriſtjanus, MY 
"0 Co women Catholicus, 
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Nearpiformiſs Plea*for the Cnfirnih, 


OR THE 
"Church of England and the Diſenters | 
FO RECONCILED: = 


Prov ing that.it is not' Unlawful to hear Miniſters 


”-...,.of the Church of England ; Becauſe. 


1. Tas "S. 
2. It is © Duty. 
3. It is of higheſt Expediency. 


Being Reſolv/d-in this brief Diſcourſe, to flick, to Matter,and Argn- 
. ment, without-flouriſhes of words, .] ſhall weve all. Preamble, and 
. immediately addreſs my. ſelf to the b#ſeeſs, of making good the three 
. Propoſitions abovementioned. 


"Nd for the Firſt, That 3t 5s no. ſin to hear ſome Miniſters 
of the Church of En:land, be pleaſed to take the Ar- 


guments. 
1.. That which isnot 'Repugnant to any Law of God. 


cher Aforal or Poſſutive, is no (in. 

"But to hear Miniſters of the Church of England Preach and 
Pray, is not Repngnant to any Law of God, "either Atoral or 
Poſſurve, Erge, it cannot.be a fin. 

The 444jor Ithink none will deny, it being founded upon that 
vadeniable and pr received Maxim, That where there 


is no Law, there is no Tranſgreſſion, 

.. 'The Amor is only to be yo good, which we ſhall endeavour 
todo : Firſt, by proving that is is no fin againſt ary Aforal Law. 
Secondly, that it is no fin againſt ay Poſitive Law of Almighty 


God. Thatir is no in againſt any Moral Law, we 'thus prove. 
C 2, Thar 


x C2] 
22 That which is not Evil. in.its-qwn Nature, cannot be a ſin 
againſt a Aforal Law : 0 of Eagle 
Bays Hoke Kvilin its 6wn Nature, Ergo, it. cannot be ſmagaitiſt 
a Moral Law.' | | Mo 
The Abjor 1 think none will deny; - the Aſizer - we thus make 
Y 3. If it. be not an, Evil+.in its-own-Nature to hear Bad men 
Preach, or repeat good things; Then 
It cannot bean Evil to hear Good 'men:do fo, (of which there: 
are many'in the Church of England ) | 
Bus it is.no Evil in its-own Nature to-hear Bad men Preach. 
or repeat:gaod things, ..Erge,. itcannot be an Evil to tear good” 


men do {0 m 
The Major Fthink is ble, . unleſs! the Firſt-born of 
'd, Namely, that a Good man- 


Abſurdities- it ſelf ſhall. be 3 
may not do. ſo much good in the beſt and higheſt dutics of Re- 
ligion, viz. Preaching and Praying as a Bad man may. 

The Afiner we prove from. the words of our bleſſed Saviour, . 
Mact.” 23.1. 2+ The Scribes and Phariſees fit, &*C. Whatſoever they 
Bit you obſerve and do, that do, None can deny bur theſe were 
Bad men, yea moſt epregionſly Bad men, and yer oor Saviour 
dire{ts his Diſciples to hear them ; yea, and to Conform to their- 
Dodrine too, -but decline their. Example, from whence this Argu-- 
ment doth moſt Naturally and Congruoufly ariſe for the ſtrehgth 
of. the Miner propoſition. OH | 

That which the Diſciples had our Saviours fult and. plain 
diretion for, eatinor be an Evil in its own Nature: But 

To. hear Bad men Preach, Read, or proclaim good things, they- 
had our Saviours full and plain: direCtion, Ergo,. it cannot be an 
Evil in its own Nature, 

In this laſt Argument, I think both» Aſajor and: Minor ſhines ſo 
elear, that no oxpangen will dare to Face it; or in the leaft to 
ſuppoſe that our bleſſed-Saviour did give a full direction to do-, 
that which was in its own Nature finfal ;in whictylies the ſtrength. 
of the Major propoſition. . For the Ainer, it is made fo'ftrong by- 
the expreſs words of the Text, that (as one ſays in another caſe,)' 
its like «4 King wpon his Throne, againſt whom there is no Riſing ap. . 

- 'And that 'it.1s no Evil in its- own Nature, give-us leave a 
Erle further to Illuſtrare:; If 


| C33 
. Af it be.no Evil in ies own Nature for ſome Mirſifters in"thie 
Church of Exgiand to Preach and. Pray, theny it can be.no Enul 
in.its awn Nature for Nenconformiſts to hear ther z bur it is nv 
Evil in its own Nature for ſome Miniſters of the: Church of 
England to Preach, and Pray, &rge, it cannat beanevi in the 
Nonconformiſts to hear them, - | | 

The 44ajor is grounded upon that good Old Maxime, like Canſes 
produces liks Effetts : Now if it be good in the Principal Agent, 
4t cannot be Ew in the Ewcomrager Of Confederate : The Reafon 
is, bcoauſe toEncourage that which is Good, or to combine with 
it, can be:no Evil. Now, to ſuppoſe that an: Ation is good in 
its ſalf, -and'yct to ſuppoſe that a joyning with that Action is Evil 
in the Abertor, is acontradiction, | | 

6. To make good the Ainer, namely, that itis no Evil in the 
Miniſters before intended, to Preach and Pray, take this Argu- 
ment....If the Preaching and Prayers of fame Minifters of the 
Church of Er de good far Mater, Right in Form or Adan- 
aer, pious.in the Deſighe, and profitable in their Efefs, then they 
£angot be Evil in their own Nature in point of performance # 

Buz the-Preaching and Prayers of ſome Miniſters of the Church 
of Sughd arc good for Matter and Manner, -in the Defignes 
and Ettets ; Ergo, they cannot be: Evilin.point of performance, 
the Reaſon is, becauſo there is in this Enumeration of Particulars, 
all things that ſhould conſtitute ag Action to be good, r. Here's 
Righ Matter, 2. Here's Right-Form, 3. Here is a good Deſign, 
4- Here isgoed Effects. 

7. The Adinor we are here to make good, byſhewing that the 
Preaching and Prayers are ſo, though the truth is, this is a need- 
kſs task, conſidering how many Sermons are in+Print both from 
the City ' of - Londen, and divers piaces in the Country, that 
do make good the Minor beyond all contradiction, yet becauſe 
we would-not be wanting -to ſo good a Cauſe, let Superftuities 
once ,pafs uncontemned : Firſt then, . 

1, Come Miniſters of the Church of Englandin their Preaching 
do make uſe of the written Word of God as the Matter, and of 
a very grave and well Compoſed Method: as -rhe Manner; and 
this they. doout of a very good Deſigne; as appears by theſe thtes 
conſiderations, x, They do it zealouſly, 2. They do it conftantly, 
3. They expoſe themſclves ro danger byſo doing from the Rowiſh 

C 2 Parry; 


C4) 


Farty #'and for the clearing of all theſe, Tet but the Sermons of the - 


\many [Famous Exeliſb DoCtors and Biſhops be-peruſed, and th 
ſhall afford an hor oe fatisfaftion.” *Now; edit they have rar 
© profitable in their EifeCts, to make men ſeriouſly fear God, tb: 
be affcfted+with the Religion 'of the bleſſed Feſz, ro adhere to 
Proteſtant- cauſe, and abominate Popery,, we could bring great 
:Clovids \of witnelles ro confirm it ?'' For theſe things have not been 
done'in. a'Corner,obut are Notorionſly known to the whole King 
dom, &c. Therefore we ſhall proceed to another Argument: 

If it .be not an Evil in its own Nature, to hear 'the Noncon- 
formiſts Preach; and ſay their-Brayers to Almighty-God, Then - 

. It can-be-no-ſuckEvil to hear ſome*Minifters of the Chyarch 
of England do ſo. The reaſon -lieth here, becauſe they'Preach 
the ſame God; the'fame Chriſt, the ſame Scripture , 'the ſtme 
Faith, the fam? good Works, the fame Places of Rewards and 
Paniſhments, upon the ſame Terms, that the -Nonconformiſts do. 
. -Bur-it-is no! Evil in its own Nature to hear a ont onformiſt 
Preach the true Gody the Religion of the bleſſed Jefas,*the Divine 
Authority of the Scripture, the neceſſity of Faith and Works, 


a Heaven for the Godly,” and a Hell for the ungodly after” this 


Life, Ergo, its no fin to hear the Miniſters' of the* Church of 
England do ſb. : Moſes doubleſs was of this mind, -when He-wiſt*t 
that: allrthe Lords People were Prophets ; and onr bleſſed Saviour 
alſo, who. would .net -forbid thoſe that ſer Forth his Name, al- 
though they did not Aﬀſociate with his Immediate followers : And 
the Apoſtle St. Pax/ without all peradventure was of the ſame 
mind-with Afoſes and his great- Maſter ( Zeſ#s Chriſt, ) who told 
the great Borly of the Believers at- Corinth , that they, might 
- all Prophefie, provided it-was but in Order and not in Confuſion, 

Anddeclar'd thar-herejoyced to hear ghat-Chriſt was Preached, al- 
though 4it was 'done by ſome out of 'an Evit intenr, 

O6;.:And if. the- Noncenformiſt ſhoulM meer me here with this 
Objection, viz. That we do not-in the-leaſt difallow the DoQtrine 
of the Church-of. England, but do readfly: and: freely accord with 
it, but that which"makes us ſcrupulons, and think its an undoubt-» 
ed fin to hear them, : may be reduc'd+ to theſe two heads. 

I, That: their Inſticution'or InduRion, or-way of *coming into 
the Miniſtry, is not warrantable and Evangelical, 

2... That the uſe of the. Swrplice and-Common-Praygr We: think 


\uglaydul:; Well, For. 
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For Breviry ſake admit allah t9-be-wne,!; (JThongh we ſhall, 
referve to our: ſelves: a- time!more-largly; to diſcourle them, if 
any ſhall attempr-to urge them againſt us-in Print). yet thisdoth 
not conolude-the Queſtion; to: maktit.an Evil inns own. Nature 
to hear-them 3 :For irs polſble that, ſome Actions and Circam- 
ſtances-of a mans--Life may pot. be ſa-ſquyare and Anthentique as 
the Law.of Godsrequires/\ yet; this dethynotymake yt.a lin in his 
Children. and:Servants, ; to: hear hurfread to them good Lectures 
of Moral vertue , or to- Adminiſter grave-and leaſonable advice 
to them, :for their. better regulating - their Lives there, and the 

obtaining a bleſſed/Immorrglity hereafter, ,_ 1 0, 
Will any of the: Noncoxforimifs dare, to. {ap,,that-in caſe their 
Fathers, or . Maſters, are: not;perfedt .themſ Ves, It 18 theng i 4n 
al{the reſt.of their Families to hear them Adminiſter that wh his 
Savoury and-good, both for Bqdy and Soul ;..If any fhall be fo 
Wild as.to ſay ſo, he ſhall have. the Name of. a Phanatsch, by an 
Unrverſal-vote. | Bur m9 rr | -F. x VT IIIT 
Upon the ſame” Zyperheſes (is maſt bea ſig, to here, the Nencon- 
formiſts;; and. if it be an undeubred- ſun tohear. both, Coolermiths 
and Nenconformiſts, what ſhall we dotthen ? Where ſhall we, fie 
for reſt, and where ſhall we fix our Glory ? ard that it. is a fin 
to.hear the: Nonconformyſts,. upon.the ſame ground, we Argue from 
their own Prineiples, fot: thus they fay, thaugh. the Miniſters of 
the Church1of.) Exgland,do Preach and Pray., well, yet there is. a 
default in-"the way of their, coming. to the Miniſtry, becauſe 
the way and.manner of their Iriſtirution is not Evangelical, .and 
the ſame they may fay of us ; for there 1s no leſs a default in the 
way and manner of the Noncenformiſis coming to the Miniſtry ; 
nay, there is -a far greater default, for the Miniſters of the Church 
of England, have an order that at. leaſt carries ſome Reſemblance 
of the Primitive Inſtiturionz. but the Noncamformiſts have no Order 
at all, eſpecially. the generallity of the.Mechanical Preachers in 
that way ; for either they leave their Ca//ings and Concerns of their 
Families, and Run vp and down Preaching-of their.own Heads, 
npon. a Fanciful ſuppoſition, that they, are able to Preach, .or 
elſe at moſt, have bat the conſent and connivance of a few weak 
-Perſons like themſelves, who are altogether - /ncompetent }udges 
in ſuch a weighty caſe. The caſe being truly thus (as we are ablc 
to make it good) the controverſic refolyes ut elf into are" 
} 1 «1 
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infiry, 
the 
they that obſerve no Order ar all, and whol- 
ſteps of che'Antient Charch in that caſe, and 
toofly take void” all Cannons of Holy: —_— provided to 
Regulate and ſet upright therein. 4 darſt undertake upon a S9- 
ber mn my Brethren the” Venconfornaiſtc) to make it 
good, That, that looſe kind of way made uſe of by them, is above 
meaſire more Intellerable and laconvenient then that of the 
Church of Sp and-that too, if we-ſhauld grant their Senſe 
upon the caſe, that- their Inſtitution 'is nor Evangelical, bur this 
prrfaps m be # preparatory t0 4 further debate; 'and therefore 
eviry fake we-/ſhall leave it, and come tothe” Second part 
& the Objettion, which is, 'The wſe of the Smrplice and Common- 
Prayer, In anfwer to this, we ſay, That aims this as the' former, 
net to be Evangelical, doth not conclude the Queſtion, viz, That 
therefore it is & Sin to hear them that iſs; my Reaſon for-it'a- 
riſts ut of the Nencenformiſts own Principles, :and thar 1 make it 
appear thns ; many Miniſters of the Nonconfor miſts do mako uſe 
of the Singing Pſalms, and kw -of Children; which grear 
numbers of Nonconformiftt- call Hopkins's Songs, and Sprinkling of 
Babes, and moſt Nomeonformifts in England do account both Preter- 
Evangelical. Now if it be a Sin'te hear theone upon this Ground, 
then it roundly follows from our 'own Principles, that it is a Sin 
40 hear the -other; and'l may no more hear thoſe that are for 
" Singing and Sprinkling, then 1 may hear the other thar are for 
the uſe of Swrplice and Common- Pr ayer. 

From whence we advance to the Second part, and ſay, That 
if it be Sin to hear ſome Miniſters aforeſaid, *tis made ſo by ſome 
Poſſitive Law, but it is not made a Sin by any Poſſitrve Law ; Ergo, 
Ir-1s no Sin to hear them ; the Major is ſufhciently cleared by t 
Preſident Pifcourſe, the Minor we clear up by this following 
Argument. | 

That which Men had our Saviours plain and full direCtion for, 
and that was not countermanded by any Minifteria! Edit, Sub- 
ſequent thereunto, can be no Sin by any Poffirive Law: but to 
hear Men much differing from'us (or not under half fo: good-cir- 
cumftances'as the Miniſters ' of the Church of England) in the 
Adminiftratien- of Good, Men had our Saviours plain ns _= 

| 'directi- 
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erection; and rt was not countermanded afterwards ; Ego, It 
cannot: be a Sin by any. Poſſicve Law. 2142 £55 HOO 174 oO 
The Adgor I think norie wilt:deny, unkes they will 'make our 
Bleſſed Saviour the Author-or Abettor of Sinz che Adinor'we' make 
good by this Argument clus ; . Firft,. that our Saviour did give ſach 
a direction, is plain from Ar. 23. 1, 2. And Secondly; thar ir 
was never countermanded 'by any Publick or Minifterial Edid, 
afterwards is proved by this following Argument. we; 1 10] 

If rhe aforetaid direction of our Saviour was countermanded by 
any Miniſterial Edi afterwards, it may be made appear by the 
Doctrine. of Chriſt himſelf, or his immediate Succeſſes; Bnt net- 
ther the DoQtrinhof Chrift himſelf nor his immediate Succeſſors, do 
make it appear, Ergo, it was notcountermanded afterwards ; the 
reaſon of the Major is, becauſe none bue-rhey had Power to coun- 


' termand that diettion ; the Minor muſt be Allanlted, ifanyServce © 


done for the cauſe impleaded; therefore for the Strength and- 
Relief of that againſt all oppoſition, rake this Argument. 

If the Apoſtles: deelared the whole Council of God; and no 
where our Saviours direction," in that cafe to he nnlaw- 
ful or eountermanded, then it :was not:done, but the A did 
dechare the whole Council of God,. andno where declared rhat- 
direCtion to be unlawful or countermanded, Eryo, it was not done. 

2. Arg. That whichris-not to-the Diſhonour of God, diſcom- 
modious-to the Souls -of Mer: here, nor hazzardous-of their Sal- 
vation hereafter, can. b> no- Sin by any Poſitive Law. » 

But to hear ſome Minifters-of the Charch of Ernglend, is nei- 
ther 'to. the diſhonour of God , difceommodions-to the Souls of” 
Men here, nor hazzardous to their Salvation hereafter ; Frgo, It 
cannot be a Sin by any Poſitive Law; the Major is as Tranſpa- 
rent as the Streer-of Jeruſalem ; the Afinor we thus make good. 

3: Arg. If the conſtant: care-and common Pradtife of fone Mi- 
niſters of the Churcirof England, ir their Preaching and Prayers, 
be to Eſtabliſh and all the neceſſary Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, and annex thereunto a good Example in their 
Lives ; then it is not to the-difhonour of God, difcommodious to - 
the Souls of Men here, ner hazzardous of their Salvation hereaf- 
ter to here them; but the conſtant care, and common Practiſe - 
of ſdme Miniſters- aforeſkid is ſo; Ergo, it can be no difhonant to 
God, nor injurious to the Souk of :Men tierce or hereafter to hear 
thera, if 


x 
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1 "If the Novcerfermift requireſarisfattion aboutthe Truth of the 
"Afinor propoſition in-this Argurhent; let. them bur'Read the feve- 
zal Sqund and Sayory warks of the'Godly Learned of the Chuirch 
of England,. both-Deceaſtd and-riaw Living; that might be na- 
med, rindi ſhall meet with heaped meaſure running over ro 
A good over-plus, &c. ; | 

7 44h: It ſome Miniſters of the-Oinarch of Exg/and do Preach 
the true Faith of theGefpel as clearly as any'others, together with 
the neceſlity-of agood Lite, in order to a Bletſed Immortallity, then 
itcan be no Sin, noer-hazzardous of Salvation to bear then, but 'ris: 


evident to 'the-whole. Kingdom, that they do ſo; Erge, and for- 


any to ſay it'is-a Sin to hear them before it is proved (6, is'great 
boldneſs and. prefumprion;- and today *tis hazzardous of Salvari- 
on, is harſh, uncharicable, and injurious +0 the Souls of. Men; and 
therefore. Fthink-1t agood way, -where-any weak Souls have been 
kept in Bondage by theſe groundleſs flights and Projetts, to a con- 
ſtant adhering to a.Bald, Barren, and confuſed Miniſtry, that they 
nov..do free themſelves, and endeavour to find out a Good, 
Grave, and.Leamed Miaiſter, | that -may-eaſe cheir Coriſciences 
of groundleſs Burthens and peyplexing Scruples that. others: have 
caſt WPOOJEms and ſhew them the way of God'more plainly'and 
clearly thenever they ſav.it yet, Oc, 4 ifonts 
_ 5. Are. That which the Apoſtle St. Paw! Prattiſed himſelf, and 
gave an Apoſtoligal tolleration, for others ſo to do, can be no Sm 
by any PoſſtiverLaw: but, the Apoſtle 'St.' Pas! did him(F1f_hear 
national-or publick Miniſters, though:they was of the-Afoſack Uiſ- 
enfation, and gavetolleration for others to do fo; -Erge,” it can 
b no Sin by-any Peſſitive Law ; the Major I think will he-rincen- 
rradicted, the Ainor is-cleared by theſe following Texts; As 
13. I4. 15. 1Theſ..5. chap. 15, 20, 21, ver. 1Joebn |. 1; 
6. Arg. We give; from the Noneonformiſts own;gogd.-old Prin- 
ciples, and ſo.we-ſhall diſmifs.;this firſt propoſition, namely, that 
it is no Sin; -to procced then, tis the ;$tated Pridviples of - the 
Nonconformiſts, and hath. been held'by -theny, theſe mahy years, 
that it is lawful to hear a.good Man Preach and Pray, though he 
ditfer in ſome things from-us: froam' whence this/Argument na- 
If inifters of the, Church, of 'F; be good Men, then 
It is luhul for-ps to. hear thery:; But; C $G2alterh a0; 
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. Some Miniſters of the Church, of England are fo, Erg,. the 

H4ajor. is our own princip'e, the- Adinor is thus proved. 

e that Preach good Dottrine, and live good lives, are gnod 
men, but ſome Miniſters of the Church of Engl/azd do fo, Erge, 
This Argument carries ſo much ſelf evidence a long with it, 4 
think nons will deny it; but if any ſhall appear ro dv it, we will 
make it good hereafter, and now come to-the Second: head, viz. 
thatit is a. Dury to hear them. 

I. Arg. It is a Duty to heara true Miniſter of the-Goſpel, bug 
ſome Miniſters of the Church of Engl/andare fo, Ergo, 'tis a:Du- 
ty to. hear. them : The Major is out of the compals of all contro- 
verſie, for there is none- that. make a doubt of its being a Duty to 
hear a true Miniſter of the Goſpel - The Afinor we- know we. 
ſhall be put to prove, viz. That ſome Miniſters of the Church 
of England are true Miniſters, we undertake to Demonſtrate it 
by: theſe three things. 

.x, That they have all the Signs of true Miniſters that this Ape 
admits, or is capable of, | 

2. They are under the ſame circumſtances to» the higheſt De- 
gree that others were under, who were accounted true Minifters 
in former times. | 

3." If they are not true Miniſters, there-is no«true-Miniſters in 
this Age. 

For the clearing yp of the firſt of theſe, we premiſe that there 
are ſour, Signs or qualifications that do repreſent Perſons to be 
true Miniſters, -1..Ab:lity,'2. Authority, 3. Attion or performance, 

. Swcceſs, 

il confi chiefly intwo things, 4. Underſtanding, 2. Utte- 
rance.z 1n both theſe reſjets,: ſome Miniſters of the Church-of 
England may juſtly challenge an equallity,-if not a prehemineney 
ma any.party that,pretends to Religion, for the proof of this 
ſet thejr Works witneſs for them in the Gate, which are to be 
{cen in the many worthy Treatiſes that have been written by them 
againſt Arbeiſm, Popery, Hereſie,, and Immor@/ity, and if any 
diulſenting Party can.produce fo many better and more Learned 
works- againſt all. theſe Enormities then what they have made cx- 
tant, we will give the.cauſe ; now why .ſugh worthy Patriots and 
Defenders 0 he Chriſtian Religion ſhould be flighted; contemred, ., 
agd rcjeted.by People that prerend - the lame thing, I want. : 

yer 
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a Perfor.«to fatiefee me{ whoum thy felf a NovconſernilÞ; tind 
bo been (6-train'd up from my Quild-hood ) aid as totching 
their Authority ( toſet a ſide now the conſtirution of the Kingjcbn 
and the ſtamp of Humane power, ) 1 do affirm, that they Have as. 
good a Divine Authority as any-others in the Land beſides ; for 
it we tay aſide the power of Humane Laws and:National con 
ſtirutions, we muſt then betake our ſelves .to a Scripttire Wart- 
rant, for further then this, there is. no party that is Sober, and 
ia their right minds do pretend ; now, upon a fuppoſition that 
they have Ability Cm pum of underſtanding- and utterance ro - 
Preach-weHl) the. ſame Scripture Rule and Warrant. is of as good ? 
a—_— them as it is to any others, whether it be the General 
Com -of our Saviour to all his Sexvants Indefinitely, which 
bids chefn,'Luk. 19. 13. Occapy till He comes. Or whiether it be 
the General Tokerationof the Apoſtles,. Peter and Pas/; the one 
of which faith, x Pet. 4. 10. 11. As every man hath received the-. 
Gift, ſo-let him. Miniſter as 4 good. Steward, "The. other ſaith to - 
Chriſtians, in General, x Cor. 14. 31. That they may all Propheſie,” 
providedir- be in Order z. now why any Party fhould approprizte 
this Scripture-Commiſſien'or Tolleration to themſelves,” 4nd/ſhur 
the Miniſters of the Church of Fn:/and out, who are Chriſts Ser- 
vants-as well as they, and Chniſtians in- Common. as well as they, 
I feeno Reaſop to ſatishe-me, and do believe that-nqne-can- Al; 
ſigh-any-rhar willbe ſufficient, .and- therefore oonchide” thr” the 
Commiſſibn/ given.by- our Bleſſed Saviour: ro all his*Servaiits, to. 
improve therr. Tallents: till he comes, doth-irr ag8gobd? right be- 
long to the Miniſters of the Church of England, becatrſe they: 
ate his Servants; as'to any other of His Servants uporrthe Face 
of 'the-Earth ; and then conſequently they have'as good a Divine 
Aiithority;as the prefentAge and diſpenſation we livein is caþable'dr. - 
Afd as toucting Attion and performance : Firft, they Preach the” 
fame God, the ſime-Chriſt, the ſame Scripture, rheſame 'Dottrine 
of life and Salyation, the ſame final ends of Well and Evil doing, as 
the beſt Nonconformiſts do, and this they do zealouſly and con- 
ftantly,- and we have ground to! believe very Piouſly,- and this 
they! have done with-Bleſfed ſucceſs, as Thoufands can witneſs, ' 

aahte-their Miniſtry hath been a Bleſſed means to pat a ftop: to 
Wren, CO omth of Arheiſm, Popery, Herefieand Imnorafty, and-to * 
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agd minds of. Men, all, which 1, thinkthere is:10-Ingeniots with 
of ty, Brettiren the Vouconformiſts, will, or: candevy ;. from! cheth 
premues therefore I, draw this. Concluſion or Argument; Thix | 

If ſome Miniſters.of: the Church of Exgiand have all the: Signs 
and Characters, of - true. Miniſters that this Age admievof, at 
any. other true Miniſters have; then they are-trne Minifters, bay 
chey have ſo, Ergo, aud further we-may add; that if. ſome Mini 
ſtexs_of the, Church,, of Eng/«zd do. clearly; and.-ungainlayably 
Preach the Truth inall the main and ſubſtantial parts of the GoG. 
pel, then they. are in that.reſpect, true Miniſters; but! ſome Mi- 
niſtexs of the Church of Exglayd do fo; Ergo, ſame Miniſters ' of 
the,Church of Englandare true Miniſters; And. 

: Naw We are, come ta the ſecond-Gonkderationz. that they dif- 
fer not from others that have been accounted-rrnces Miniſters in- 
former times ; by-others, we mean thoſeÞBleſled:men' thar fuffered! 
in the Marian days, who arc-in this Age accounted true Minifters | 
by thee moſt zealous of-our Noncoyformiſts Brethren, thar-is to 
ſay, Cranmer, Ridly, Philpat, Taylor, and. the like.: Now theſe 
- being good men and geod Preachers, ate.by our. Nonconformefts 
accounted true Miniſters with. a, notwithſtanding-.to their Epi: 
+ capal-Ordioation, Habiliments, and National ſtanding, and ſome of 
our zealous Brethren give us to believe, that if they were here 
again, they would hear them, although they were Ordained by 
a Biſbap, ware ,a Swrplice, and read Common» Prayer, but how 
ſhall we believe that our Nonconformiſts have ſucha fincere Reve- 
rence for thoſe good men that are dead, as to account them”: 
true Miniſters, and do profeſs, that if' rhey were a live again, they 
wogld loue them and hear them, when they do d.ſdain ad rejett theſe 
now alive that are under the ſame Circumſtances and predicament” 
as they, were,. and that jn all caſes, their Martyrdom only excepred, 
which is not Efſential or Relative of their being good-men or tre 
Miniſters; for if they were ſuch, they were-ſo before their Afar- - 
tyrdam, and as ſuch they ought to have been owned before thar, 
were thoſe mens Hearts ſound, or were they true to their own ” 
Pruiciples, that faid, ( If we had been 1n the days of our Fathers, 
we would not have perſecuted the Prophets as they did; ) they were 
orcat admirers of the Prophets, and Garmthed their Sepnichers, 
bux yet they, Perſecuted. the ſame kind -of men- that were then 


alive with as bad uſage as their Fathers did them that were dead. - 
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What therefore ſhall we ſay, or think of our Rigid Nonconformiſti, 

who Magnifethe Martyrs at a high-rate, and very generouſly buy 

vp their Monuments,” and look on them every day, yes 

upon Men of the fame Rank thar are now alive with 

great diſdain, as though ſome circumttances that they were under 

then, .are- altogether inconfiſtene with a Chriſtian or a Miniſter 

now ;. fo that thoſe thatuſe rhem, can be none of theſe, viz. nei- 

ther Chriſtian nor Miniſter, but to ſuch' Zeelors, I Will leave this 
Argument to-conſider of, 

f tho Martyrs in Queen Mary: days were true Miniſters of 
Chrilt, then tho(e-under the ſame predicament with them (their 
Martyrdom only .excepred) are true Miniſters now ; bur the Mar- 
tyrs in Queen4arys days were ſo, Ergo, Men of the ſame Rank. 
and order now, are {o likewiſe. 

" Thirdly and Laſtly, If fome Miniſters of the Church of England 
be not true Miniſters, then there are no true Miniſters in this Ape z 
the Reaſon of it is, 

-1. Becauſe they have as good an Underſtanding as any 

- 2. M1 good an Utterance 4s any 

3: As good a Divine Right to Preach as any 

«4. They. Preach-as good Dottrine as any 

-F:: They- are as conſtant in their Work - a3 any 

-6. They do us much good by their Preaching as any 

-And if all theſe will not dignifie -and Intitle them to be true . 
Minifters, they will not Intitle others 'to beſo, and then the.con 
ſequence follows, . - Ak 

-if ſome Miniſters of the Church of England have all the Signs 
and Characters that any others have to prove or pretend them- 
ſclves true Miniſtets by, and yet are not true Miniſters, then there 
is ng true Miniſters in this Age, but ſome Miniſters of the Church 
of - England have ſo, Erge, now.let ourAntagoniſts tel] us, whether 
they themſctves be- erne Miniſters, or not ſo. 

If it be not ſo upen the foregoing Suppoſition, there is a dan- 
gerous precipice before-ns, for then none are ſo; and if they. be, 
the concluſion of the firſt Argument ſtands good, that it is a duty 
to-hear them, becauſe-they-are ſo, &c. 

2. Arg. That which is commanded by the Government under 
which we Live, and is no Sin againſt the Soveraignty of Almighty - 
Gad, is a Chriſtians. undoubted duty. | 


Pur 
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Bur-ro adhere to ſuch Miniſters aforeſaid, 'is fo.commanded; 
and 1s no Sin againſt Divine Soveraignty, Erge,”'tis an undoubred 
Duty ; the Major we prove fiom- plain Scripture, - Kew, 13 5, 
Titms 5, 1. 1Pet.2. 13. Oc. | | 
The Minor confitts.of ewwo parts, viz. Firſt, that the Govern- 
ment requircs it. Secondly, that 'ris no Sn: againſt Divine Soves 
raignty.: . The firſt paxt..is proved by the Law of. the: Land, The 
Second is proved by the foregoing Argument. -.. . | 
3. Arg. That which undeniably Suits and Satisfies the -Go- 
vernmeut under which we Live, .-being no Sin as aforeſaid; is all 
Subjects duty. . |... = MT 

Bur ſuch 'an adhering contended for,, undoubredly Suits and 
Satishes che Government, Ergo 3 , the Major Propoſition Shines 
forth like the Sun in his Stren;th by the-Light of theſe confpderations.' 

x. If it be our duty to Pray for the Magiſtrates, that we-may. 
ſarisfie them: and live Peaceably under them, ?tis no leſs our du- 
ty to. do other Lawful Actions in order to the ſame end; this I 
think none will. deny. | Vile > | 

2. If it be our-duty to follorr-poncy with all Men, the Magi- 
ſtrate is undoubtedly campre , 'and may julitly- claim a 
preheminency in that Object of our Souls Purſuit, - _ , 

3. If it be our. duty to ſerve all Men in all things, Honeſt and : 
Lawful, and not to pleaſe obr ſelves, let any Man ſhew me a- 
reaſon. why the Magiltrate- is. here.,to be excluded? ſhall the 
place of his Power ſhut him orit-from a priviledge common to 
all other Men, then it miſt needs be the worſt of Stations to be 
in. pla&s of Power, and the greateſt of Plagnes that can be 
thrown upon the Sons of Mtn, and the Maſters of a Kingdom, a - 
Province, or Country, are..in a far worſe condition then the 
Maſter of Private Families, for their Servants.are indiſpenſibly 
tyed by Divine Precepts to Sur, Satisfie, and pleaſe their Maſters 
in. all things not injurious to Almighty God, and not only fo; 
Bur 

4. . The-great.Scxipture Argnmens. of Suiting and endeavour- 
ing 10 pleaſe, becauſe they are Supream, 15 wholly enervatcd and 
made void. | | 

5.. And Laſtly, the great example of: our Bleſſed Saviour. and 
kis great Apoſtle St, Paw/, ws diretly thwarted, the one confutm'd 
ra.z human Edict, becauſe the Pawer commanded, and _ 
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"THE Afrvr i fo clear of it (eIf,*thar it would be like the hald- 


4. hp: Ary.* irke whith frees-the Magiſtrate from nach” trouble 
diſcontent, and-is"in 7t's'own Nithre no Sin, is out undoubr- 
c4'Dity, Vatſych a compliance corirended for doth this, Ergo 
*ris & Duvy.": Tit Major is mato good from: that Precept, x 

-TXO. ZI. 32. Give no Offence nejthtr to Jew nor Greek, on fo th 
Chirth of God!**Now' Ar there fd gn excatii 
Troubles tnd'Piſcotttents r6 out 'thet© is doitbtl 
bringing'of gift” rd Ser ans Nl, anc L 'Tranſpfefſing 'of it's D Di-' 
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Hari to fey: drank and Rerenne it is a Sin to comply with bio 


' Solt'x7. ery Rea {o'to conclude on the very. 

" firſt onſes,) and HR hy a0 are certainly very high and lofty ! 
in their minds, that they will rake upon! them ſo haſtily ro Judge , 
the to —— of their Su an Ark; Ani thay too before 4 fair: and 6 

tale pe ory diftatos were in higher 

ces, es; WY deabrgl that = He Vring/forth mote- \prodigrot 


kneſs in- a Fathe?,," or 
bring his weak Servants ' 
and Children: to an adherency, to the'more Strong,Wiſe, and Pri- 

dent of His Family; and this, as the" Face of things now is, is 
- the very true State bf the caſe, We do fay, though the Noncon- 
forwiſts may be Honeſt and well-meariihg People, yet for the moft | 

t of mach they are far below ſome Miniſters aforementioned, 
\ pak for Learning, Parts, Prudence, Pollicy, yea, and may too; 
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| Thirdly, Admit it were ſuch as the bold ObjeQor' Stippefſts; 
viz, exror and Weakneſs the Magiſtrate 40 be troubled and dil 
contented, (as. it, is 2 hle. for-a Magiſtrate to'erre) yet'a com- 
plane therein, would nar. he. Sin. '. ct oe 0 

_ Firſt, Becauſe the thing deſired, is not fo init's own Nature, as 
hath been proven}; 11 uu 5 ellss 23th CHA II I, ers 
_ Secondly, Becauſe if.the contrary Party ſhould'think themſelves 
wiſer and. ffropger at. thus, tura. then their Siiperiours, and thoſe” 
that are retainers ynto them, the bold ObjeCters conclnfion won! 
not follow : in as much asthe ſtrongare bound-to bear the Infirmi- 
ties of the, weak, and by.Love as:well as Qbedience, to ſerye one 
another, and chic Apoſtle zhoughr. it no Sin to-eomply with the 
weakneſs. of. (ome ordinary Chriltians, as-might'be mannifeft, by 

rmpany Inſtances, and ſeeing. the. controverſie is- come to this, I' 
do demand whether the Magiſtrate may not claim fome Privi-- 
ledge from that Divine InjunCtian; (ket them that are ſtrong bear 
the. Jafirmities of the, Weak) av well as:.othersof an Inferiour Rank, 
and here let me put.a caſe ; If Ido-go to hear: ſome Publick Mi- 
niſters, it will oftend ſame.of the.-moſt Inconſiderable of the Nox- 
conformiſts, if Ido not, it will offend the Magiſtrate, and many o- 
thers of the Publick way ; naw IT am cometo this dilemma, if 1 
do not, go,.. I .ncgle&t.my duty, and offend the weak, if Ido 
go, 1 do my duty, and offend the weak ;- which I Pray now ſhall 
Ichuſe.' I ſhall therefore in Puarſmr of my task go on to another . 
Argument.” : 51. 7 037.2 Vie OH TTL ifs bt 

- 4, Lrg: That which beſt ſconres the Iirrereſt of the whole, and 
all particulars in the State, ig Chriſtians nndoubred duty, bur fach: 

a complyance.contended; ll do ſo, Ergo, 'tis a duty; the 
Major is clear trom all Rules, Sacred and Civil, and no Man in 
hjs, right mied'ohce donbtrs.that- it is the duty of the» Members 
to ſecure and preferye the body Pollitick; and conſequently their 
own Intereſt. _ The. Minor clears up like a Moming without 
Clouds, by the help of theſe three conſiderations. Firſt, *tis a 
thing that the. Publick Magiſtrate will'to- a good degree reſt ſa- 
risfied in. Secondly; tis that; that. the: Publick Miniſters will do 
ſo likewiſe, Thirdly, *tis that; that the whole Body of the. com- 
monaſty will acquief. in, as:a good expedient for Feace and Uni- 
ty,,ywhich is the ground, Foundation, and baſisof common and U-- 

riverſal ſecurity, according to the Sence of our Saviour himſclf, - 

who- 

I 
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who concludes, that 4 Hinſe divided within it ſelf is eminently 


oebnoxiany to danger, :] 
| Now, there is-no ſcnſible.Man can'deny, but that which thefe 
three great Intereſts (hal] (to a good degree) reſt ſatisfied in, tends 
much to prevent Feuds, Contentions, Animoſities at home, 
and to. put our Enemies under diſcouragement and deſperation 
abroad (and in theſe two things under God, lyeth the ſecurity of 
a State) and the Trivth is, | cace axd Unity is ſo great a Duty, not : 
enly becauſe it brings. ſecurity to @ State; but it is made fo by ſom ' 
D:vine luſtances, that it may be wondred at, that People retoidd. | 
ing. to Religion, and' the Honour of God, ſhould Study and ſtrive 
to promote it no. more ; it was that good Man Joſephs care to cau- 
tion his Brethren, That they did nor ſall out by the way, Abraham 
tells. Lot, There was 4 Relation betwixrt them, and they-onght mt 
ro d ffer; . The Plalmiſt calls wpon others -ro take no1ice how good 
and lovely « thing 'it is for Brethren to dwell together-in Unity: Dur 
Saviour Preaches it clearly, by telling of -us, 'That « Kingdom di- | 
vided cannot be ſafe: The Apoſtle requires Chriſtians To ſeek the 
Good one of another, to follow" aficr the things that make for Peace, 
not to jud;e one auother, ner Duarrel about Trifles and things of no 
Aoment, as Eating.and Drinking, obſer ving of -Days, waſhin> of Veſ- 
ſels, (wearing of Garments )-&c. And to fhew the conveniencies © 
a moderate compliance and eharitable condeſcention, woul | 
rake up more Room and-Time, «then conveniency will at preſent 
admit off, .To be ſhort. terofore, : 5 
7. It will much undermine, if not wholly enervate the Evils: of 
Hard Surmiſings, Comentions, Hatred, Strife, Perſecations, and 


tne Jike. 
mo ove and Candor one-to- 


'2. It. will, propogate and pro 
wards another. .» | 

. 3. It will cauſe our Diſſenting Obſervers to Incline-to-ns, or to ' 
fear us, at deaſtro be hopeleſs of 'our downfall by diviſions, 

4- Art will tend mot only to: Peace-and Order amongſt ns, 'as' 
a.civil community, but ſo unite our Intexeſt, as to ſtrengthen the 
whole body Pollitick, and render it great and powerful, very fair- 
ly capable to reſiſt the Inſolency of a Forreign'/Foc. | 

In ſhort, it tends to bring us under the Bleſſing" of God, and the” 
Accompliſhments of - the happy -Promiſes .of -the latter ar 

| _— | Y | { 
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or upon this Hill of Z;o» ſhall cth&re be Bleſſings for evermore, 
and under ſuch an Agreement it is that nothing ſhall hurt nor de- 
ftroy, but the Lamb, the Lyon, and Sucking Child fhall liz down tege- 
they and reſt in Peace, &c. which we corider with this Argument. 

6. Arg. That which lays a hopeful Foundation for the happineſs 
and proſperity of the whole Creation, the joyful Accompliſhment 
of Gods bleſſed Promiſes , and that conduces to the Peace and Or- 

derof that Community in which we live, is all Mens undoubred 
Duty ; but ſuch a Condeſcention and Compliance contended for, 
carries all thoſe good things in the bowels ofit : Ergo, it ought to 
be conſented to and purſued. 

7. Arg. That which tends tothe moſt Incouragement of aPain- 
ful and pious Miniſtry is, a Chriſtians undoubted Duty, | but to 
hear them,to make a full Aſſembly under them ,-to carry it with 
ſweetneſs, moderation, and condeſcenſion,andſubmiſſion, towatds 
them, and in a Friendly, and Chriſtian ſorrto Converſe with them, 
tends much ro their Incouragement: Eryo, 'tis an undoubted Duty, 

We ſhall leave this Argument ro ſtand upon its own Legs, and 
Kany do doubt whether ſume Miniſters ofthe Church of England be 

inful and pious, we may conclude that ſuch are either fottiſh , 
ſenſeleſs, or diftraQed ; and that ro ſach a degree too, that ir may 
be counted a Perry Miracle to cure them: but though a Miracle it 
be , we will not deſpairof it, but prepare a Medicine for a fir of 
portunity. 

8. Arg. There where there ts moſt ſound and good knowledg to 
be had , and roreftraint laid upon Perſons Holineſs ; 'tis out duty 
ro adhere there. | 

But with ſome Miniſters of the Church of England there is moſt 
ſound and good Knowledg to be had,and no reſtraint laid upon the 
other, Erzo. 

The Major is anqueticanhile, the Minor we evidence after this 
manner, my 

1.Theres greater Learning anvo ug ſt them than the generality of others. 

2. They have better opportunity to attend wp1n it and improve it, be- 
ing taken off from ſecular Aff airs by a national and comfortable proviſi- 
on for their Families. = 

3. They are perſons of known Worth and Integrity, that do imyploy 
their timewell to gain the beſt kuowledre , and daty eviry werk to dt- 
ſpenſe it , not to deceive but to profit the people. 

4. Their Doftrine of the _ and Attributes of God, thecertain. 
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ty of 4 future State, or bleſſed-[mmortality, the Divine Authority of 
. the Scripture, the force of natural Religion, duly limited and extended: 
to which [ may add « fifth (Viz ) 

5- The Able, Learned, and Convincins Mana;ement of Controver« 
fn azuinſt the Romaniſts, with which let to; Non-conform ls compare 
if they can, | 

9. Ar; .Where Popery is beſt refured , and the Deſigns of our 
grand Al1verfary in reſpect of that and other Projefts,moſt defeat- 
ed, thereitis Duty to adhere, 

But with ſome Miniſters of the Church of En;lasd'tis ſo , Ergo, 
Mites, The Maior is unqueſtionable , the Minor we refer to 
© ewo things for Illuſtration : Firſt, 

r. The Remarkable Diſputes and Suff-rings in the former AMz- 
ria days, and theno leſs renowned Diſcourſes and Sermons in 
theſe our preſent days. 

2. Withthe conſideration of the [{'5teracy of moſt Nonconformiſts 
in the Kingdom,and their #nskilfelneſs to deal with the ſubtilſeſuirs, 
may ſufficiently clear up the Minor Propoſition. And if any ſhall 
diſ-believe, let us make an Experiment, take twoor three Me- 
chanicksin a Town , and put totheſe ſo many Prieſts and Jeſyits 
to Diſpute , and what tearful Baffling work will they make with 
theſe poor Mcchanchs, or Lay-Preachers : The truth is, *tis caſte ro 
conceive of it, evento a Concluſion without a trial ; what brave 
work ſhould we have, if at this day he who is counted a Champion 
amongſt the Non-conformiſts, ſhould be ſingled out to manage a 
Controverſie, and to maintain the Proteſtant Cauſe againſt the 
Church of Reme, For who is or can be ſo blind in his Intellets,as 
not to ſee how a good Cauſe would be miſerably baffled , tram- 
pled upon, and loſt by the weakneſs , ſelf-conceitedneſs , and 
folly of ſuch a dull headed blundering. 

Io, Arg. Where Order.is moſt obſeryed, and the beſt Works of 
Charity performed, there is a Duty to adhere, but with the Mini- 
ſtry of the Church of England 'tis ſo, Ergo. . 

The Major ſtands well upon all it's Feet : The Minor we give 
Two Inftaxcestoclear up. rit. In reſpett of the Miniſters. 2dly, In 
reſpeR ofthe Poor. In refpett of the Miniſters, we off cr fowr things. 
x, Their Order to prepare,chem for the Miniſtry.. 2dly. To prove 
chem. 3ly. To. Inſticure or Qrdaja them. 4ly. To incourage and 
maintain them. 

x. To prepare them, They have many Schools of — 
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furniſhed and provided w'th Grave. Able and Learned Maſters and 
Doftors, toeducare them in Good Manners, and to teach them all 
the »ſefal parts of Learning needful for the Miniſtry, | 

As Firjt . How they ſhall prove the body of Scripture to be Ca- 
nonical, Secondly, And how to prove it in all the main and ſubſtan- 
tial Parts of ic to be rightly Trarſtated, Thirdly , How to anſwer 
quirks and ſophiſmes thatare brought againſt it, Fowrthly, How 
to diſpute Jatelligibly and Convincingly for it and from it, 

2. Totry or prove them, they have not onely their Maſters, Do- 
ors and Tutors, to Teach them, but they have their Collegiats 
to put Interogatories and Critiſmes to them : Thirdly, They have 
their Ser-times ſor Diſputations and Proof of their Abilities, which 
is very uſeful and convenient tor them, 

3. For thcir Inſtitution and Ordination , they have , 

x. Perſons of Ripe Age , Great Learning, and Much Experi- 
ence , to come before, who have Power and Parts to examine and 
try their Firneſs;and accordingly to proceed co Inſtitute or RejeX 
them. 

2, They have a'terwards Congregations to Preach before, for 
their Approbation or Diſlikezand if they ſhall be found fit topals an 
Induction, then there is a comfortable Support and Maintenance 
for them, toincourage and carry them on in their Work. Now of 
this Uſcfwl IYraer there us in a manner , 4 total vicancy amongſt the 
Non-conform:ſts. 

x. For Firit, They have no Schools for Learning, eo Learned 
Mea to attend upon the Education and Teaching of Youth; not one 
in ten able co prove any ones Fitneſs , nor no Maintenance for 
them,incaſc found Fir, ſcarce a Manto be found that isable to Vin. 
dicate his Religion againſt an Adverſary. 

Theretore they permit weak ſouls to run up and downa preach- 
ing of their own h-ads , and thoſe that have any tollerable parts 
tired out with hard labour , requiring work when they allow them 
littl- or nothing to eat ; aud chus if is with many Non=conformiſts a= 
boat the Countrey. 

2. And for the Poor, 'tis evident that they are better.provided for 
under the Miniiters of the Church of England thaneliewhere; for 
there is not only Officers yearly choſen to rake care of them, but 
Money duly exacted and a Law provided to force it from the coveroms, 
for the uſe of the. vor, Now to maintain the Miniſters,and ſecond- £8 

.1y the Poor well, is the beſt work of charity in 4 civil community : _ 
B-2 : -thus 
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thus we make good"our Minor Propoſition, and proceed to anos 
ther Argument, | | 

I1 Arg. Where the beſt Example is given,*cis a Duy to Adhere ; 
but with-ſome Miniſters of the Church of Englandis the beft Exam» 
ple given : Ergo, there 'tis a Duty to Adhere. Toclear the Minor 
we will briefly inſtance in theſe Four things , | 

t. Theadmiting Miniſters to Preach. 

2. The hearing of Miniſters of different Opinions in Private 
Poiats, | 

3- In Preferving the Credit of the Party, 

4. In their Common Carriage and Behaviour, 

' The Non-conformiſts,many of them,will admit noMan to Preach 
that is not Baptized into the ſame Severe Strain with themſelves a- 
bout Eleftion , Reprobation , Irrifiltable Decree, and the like , 
whereas the other are Large and Charitable ; they inſiſt nor upon 
theſe niceries as neceſſary qualifications, but admit Men of Worth, 
though in theſe things differing , and therein better in their Example, 
and ivore deſerving Imitation. 

The Nor=conformiſts many of them, will not hear a Man, let his 
Parts or Worth be what it will, if differing from them in ſome Thirgs 
which theycall Principles and the Diſcipline of their Way ; vay, they 
hold it anlawfal ſo to do , let the conveniency cy oppertwnity be what it 
will: And therefore they will not hear any M-nitters of the Church 
of En, land, though never ſo well Qualified. Some Mini'ers of the 
Church of Enzland areof a more Large, and Noble, and Generous 
Principle, therefore better in their Exam: le. 

The Non-conformiſts will ſaffr Men differing from them, to be un- 
juſtly A>uſed, Stigmatized and Reproached, and he nnder theſe 
loads of Injuries Five, Six, Seven Years together, without Relicfor 
Deliverance , though it be earneitly begged for. The other will 
endeavour to preſerve the Credit of their Brethren, andif an Ac- 
cuſation or Reproach lieth- againſt them , will vouchſafe them a 
Speedy Tryal;, and a Juſt Deliverance ; therefore better in their- 
Examples. 

The Non-conformiſts in their Common Carriage ave very Surly and 
Dogged, Sowrye and Moroſe , they will not ſpeak toa Perſon diftering 
from them , if they meet him inthe Street, Houſe or Shop , they 
turn their back upon him z hardly bid him fir down if he comes 
where they have to do ; they will Kick, Spurn, Back-bire, and 5f 
peſſbl;, Blaſt his Repurarion for ever, Whereas the othet are Afa- 

| ble, 
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ble, Gentl:, very Conrteous and Complaiſant, of a Sweet Behaviour and 
Winning Carriage, much more Becomming the Goſpel, and Worthy of Imi- 
FAFSOW. 

12, Arg. Where the beſt DoQtrine is preached as well as the beſt 
Example given, there it is Duty to Adhere, . 

But by ſome Mrniſters of che Church of England is the beſt Do- 
rine preached as well as the beſt Example given; Ergo, there it is 
Duty to Adliere. The Major Propoſirion excels the Strength of 
Alexander the Great , being notto beConquered ; The Minor we 


ſhall make good by this following Parallel, 


The Dottrine of many Non-con- 
formiſts, thatluſe to hear, hath 
been to ſet forth God to be a ve- 
hement, rigid, and ſevere Being, 
ready to take advantage, nay to 
make them ratherthen fail; inftan- 
cing the Epiſtle of 7ade , that ſome 
are made to be taken and deſtroy- 
ed, andthat Eſas with the gene - 
rality of others were hated by him 
that made them , withour reſpect 
to any cauſe on their parts, imti- 
mating the unm-rcifulneſs of God 
to the moſt parc of Man-kind, ma- 
king of them with a deſizn to damn 
them, with the implacableneſs of his 
Soul, againſt the intereſt and hap- 

ineſs of theirs, the concurrency 
of his Arributes in contriving their 
ecernal Miſery, the peremptory 
ſhutting them out from all benefir 


The Doftrine of the Miniſters 
of the Church of England is 
commonly of the Divine Exi- 
ſtency, the goodneſi; of Gods Na- 
ture, the Excellency of bis At« 
tributts, the Deftrine,Vertue, 
and Example of our bleſſed Sa- 
viour , the neceſſity of a good 
Life, and Mens working out 
their own Salvation, the clear 
conſiſtency of Moſes Morals 
with Chriſts conſtant Doftrine , 
the fair Pe bility of all mens be- 
ing ſaved by the Mercy of a bleſ- 
ſed God, and the help of a miy b- 
ty Mediator, of Man duty and 
poſſibility to pleaſe Grd, and 
make hitworks and attions (meet 
and d:lighful to his Maker with 
more of the like im port. 


by the death of his Son(in point of Salvation) the reſolute reproha- 
ting chem fron Ecernity as an Arbitrary At of. his own Will,the 
delight he will rake to ſee them roul in the Flames of Hell, yea to 
ſce lutle Infants lie gaſping in unquenchable Fire, thar never ſin- 
ned agaif\fthim ; but becauſe Ada did thouſands of years beiore 


they were born; of a ſfrange Law, he hath withour any conſi- 
deration of a compliance with him to a very few , and thar too, 
when they are in the higheſt Atts of Rebeftion againſt him (as if be 
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" was 4 perfeft Humenriſt) of the impoſſibility to do any thing that 
God requires of us, and that becauſe we are all as dead (whilſt 
we are alive) as a ſtock or a ftone, or as a Mechanick, had it late- 
ly in his Pulpit, as dead «4 4 Corp/ethat l:esby the walls 5n a Coffin 
ye44y for Burial ; that there is no neceſlity of Obedience to pleaſe 
Gad : or work out our ownSalvation . nay as one Mr. F— phraſed 
it not long finceina Pulpit, it is Devilliſh , yea Wi: chera't and >or- 
cery for any to "reach ap doin for the obtaining Life and Salvation,and 
that love to God himſelf is nt neceſſ.ory to 4 mans buingſaved: No, no- 
thing at all but hearing (ſuch as he is Preach) and only believing 
(what they ſay)(and nothing elſe) and the reaſon given for rbis Do- 
ttrine is, becauſe God loves them with a ſpeci-l love, while Grand 
Rebels and Traitors againſt him ,; and Salvation was wrought out 
for them by another many yea's ago wholly without them, or 
reſpect roa1y thing, that they ſhould, or can do. And the great- 
eſt fin they can poſſibly commit will not bring their Salvation into 
any hazard, neither ought they to think ſo 3 and that the 
beſt Duties the beſt of Men can perform , are to God as fil - 
thy rags are toa Man loathſome and abominable. That the rea- 
ſon why men live and die in diſobedience, is, becauſe God did not 
chuſe them , nor allow ſufficient help for their deliverance and 
relief, and thatthe Law of God leads Men from Faith and Chriſt ; 
of Extacies, Enthufiaſms, extraordinary Aſſiitances and thelike, 
That (*tis belizved ) none but themſclues do experience, of anothers doing 
all their work for them that is required of them , and imputing 
of it tothem, as if they had done itthemſ(clves: And by this way of 
Tranſmiſſion of Altions they are juſtificd from all ſins paſt , preſent, and 
20 come, yes, and ſome of them do b:licy: that theſe juſtified Souls are 
more Righteous than the Angels themſelves, even equally Righreows 
ro the Sonof God himſelf , who did die for them , ſo that thrir works 
are d1ne to their hand, that God looks down upon them (hbowſotver 
he may deal with others) as perſons not guilty of the leaſt fin , bur 
as the Chief Darlings of Heaven, that have all the Perſonal Att of 
Chriſt conferred upon them and imputed tothem; ſo that God miy a 
well charge Chriſt with ſin, as th:ſe ſpining Saints ; with abundance 
of ſuch ttranze, groundleſs , unſcriptural ſtrains , which is ſ#ch 4 
Syſtem of Drvinity, as intvitably dravs theſe horrible conſ:quences along 
with them, 
I. Torender God a moſt unlovyely Bcing , not onely humour- 
ſome and parcial, but more cruel than men: One that commands 
Im- 
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impoſſible things, and then damns to Eternity (and that with de= 
lizht too ) for.non-perfomance, 

2, They reader Man a ſtone that cannot move one ſtep towards” - 
the-anſwering the End of his Creation. 

3.. The Goſpel « meer fable, that it is impoſſible to be obeyed,and 
there 18 NO nect ſfiry forit , with more of ſuch aſtoniſhing ſtuff, e-- 
nough tomake all ingeniousbeings to hate and deſpiſe God;for who . 
can love him if it ſhould be believed that he is as they ſet him forth - 
to be : the trmth u, ſuch Doftrines have 4 tendency to (care the whole 
World, and drive People ont of their right Minds,to mak; the whole Ar- 
my of Beelz.ebub to laugh and contemn all Relizion and Devotion , and + 
thoſe that are credulous to rwrn down right Kanters; and if there were 
w21.more but their crude and ind geſted Dottrines, may it not be ſufficient 
to warrant mens leaving them : and theiradhering to more whol- 
ſome and ſound Dottrine , by which they may be made more wiſe 
and good. And may not all Pious Soulsdaily make this their Li- 
tany, Fromſuch Doctrine andſuch Divinity, Good Lord deliver ms,8c. 
And ſo wecome to another Argument. | 

13. Arg. That which rendersMen truly Wiſe and Noble, of a 
Generous and Charitable Mind and Temper, which tends to break 
theirBonds of Slavery under whichthey have been long captivared,. * 
and to ſree their Conſciences from Groundleſs Scruples, is Mens 
undoubted duty; but to adhere to ſome Worthy Miniſters of the 
Church-of Exglandis the ready way toall this, Ergo, 

The Majors at its journies end already ,having both Plain Scrip-- 
ture and the Higheſt Reaſon toreit upon, and doubtleſs it may be 
numbred amongſt the ſelf evident principles , and placed next or 
cloſe by that Sacred Texr, Fil. 4. 8. whichtells us that wharfeev:y 
things are juſt, honeſt, andof goed report , i, &. or venerable, we are 
tied to practiſe and purſue then. 

The Minor will come ſafe toits Journies end alſo, with the help 
of. theſe following Conſiderations. 

1. They are Men of moſt Noble and Generous Principles,as any 
be in the World, as will ſoon appear to any that ſhall hear their 
Sermons, or read their Books, 

2. They are Men of Profound Knowledge, being skilled in ll 
the uſeful parts of Learning,and therefore fairly capable of reduce- 
ing Men from the Error of their ways, and planting good Notions 
and Principles in che rooms of them. 
3+ Their Methods are ſo Apr, Grave and Admirable; their Stile 
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" ſo Taking and Excellent, their Words fo fir for their Matter , and 


ſuited to their Purpoſes, that they ſecms to be Oracles to onr weak 


and wale:yrned Mecbamicks : And our frequ:nt hearing of them would 
make us aſhimed to hear the other, as / do profeſs ſince [ have allow- 
ea my (elf a little liberty to hear the Miniſters aforeſaid, I have been 
no aſhamed to think hoy ill I have ſpent my time to ſit under the 
preaching of piteaus weak Senls of the other fide, and am not at all 
pleaſed ro ſee well-meaning People expoſe themſelves to ſuffering for ſo ill 
4 work. Shall good People through miſtakes, (uffer tne Loſsof their 
Goods , the [mpriſonment of their Perſons, and the Ruin of their 
Families, for hearing a lirtle dull non-ſenſe, contradittion, confu- 
ſion, oft-times bEaſphemy preached ? I ſay God forbid, This us neither 
Wiſe nor Noble, Generoxs nor Charitable, towards themſelves or others, 
I do demand now of any Man, what comfort a Chriſtian can”rake 
if ke ſhould loſe all his Eftate in the World , yea and his Life to 
boat ( which [ beſeech God may nevey come, ) becaufe he will not hear 
a good Man of the Church of England preach a good Sermon, 
when 'tis proved not only to be 10 fin, but alſo by clear circumſtances made 
4 duty ? Shall this Man be admired by his Friends, and canomzed 
for a Martyr by the Church ? Shall irnot rather be ſaid he died like 
Abner , or threw away his life in deſpight to his duty ? And may ic 
nor be faid roſuch, Who hath required this at your hands , tobe ſs 
prodigal of your blaod,as to ſacrifice it to your own humour, and in «ppe- 
ſition to duty and conveniency both,to 4 untimely out of the World? Me- 
' thinks it would be a good work to undeceive ſuch, and de- 
liver them from their Miſtakes, that they might be free*d from 
their Sufferings, and eaſed in their Conſciences ; and do heartily 
waſh that ſome Perſon orPerſons,one or more whoſe Parts and Capacity in 
the World render them capable , would ſuddenly und: yt ike fuch a good 
. good and charttable work,, the effect of which (1 do ftrenghy imagine) 
would be Peace to the State, eaſe tro rhe Weak Brethrens Con- 
ſciences, and ſafety to their Perſons and Eſtates; having much 
grownd to believe that there is more tobe done wpon them , by cogent Ar- 

gaments, than perſonal Scourges. 
4: Their Converſe and common Society, is foteaching and in- 


larging in the way of good Principles, a noble Liberty, a generous - 


Comprehenſion,an honourable Charity and Condeſcenſion towards 
other Chriſtians'that differ from them , That wonld onr weak” Me 
chanick Brethren but allow themſelves ſome ſpave 1113e to be 11 thew comp- 
pany 1 donbr nor but they would find the wall of Jericho ſoon 19 ſbuke a1d 
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twwble ; F mean thoſe penurious Notions , and groundleſsScru- 
ples that keeps them frum ( nay that concludes it @ ſin) to aflociate 
with, and adhere unto any bur they own par ty,which w 4ſſurealy 8 
great wrong and prejud:ce to their own Sonls, that doth very mach eſfe- 
minate and debaſe them : For by this means they may come to, fee 
by an caſie Rule of Compariſcu , the weakneis and inſefficiercy of 
thoſe that they formerly adhered to ard admired, together, with 
the great worth and value that is in the other, whom they before 
ſo lighted and eſteemed as the Song of -Beelzebub, the Merchants of 
Babylon , or at beſt, but the broken Army of Magog 3 the ſight and 
underitanding-of which will (/ dowb: not,) be an effeciwal means to 
cure them of th:it Diſtemper , which for the extravagancy of it may 
be called a Kertrgo or C.dextare. Mich more might 1 add to this 
Argument, but for making of our Difcourſe tedious, 1-ſhall there- 
fore end it by an approachtoits next Neighbour. 

14. Arg. That which hath a clear tendency to keep up and main- 

"tain che Honour and Good Order,and conſequently to prevent the 
Confuſion and Diſhonour of a Famous and Flouriſhing Kingdom 

* (in which we live ) 1s the Natwes wndowbtedDaty. 

But to withdraw from the Weak, Looſe, and 1llitterate Miniſtry 
of the Non-c:nformiſts., and to adhere togincourage andkeep up 
the Able, Grave, and Learned Miniſtry of the Church of England, 
hath a clear tendency thereunto ; Ergo, %is their wndowbted Duty. 

The Major is currant coyn that none will gain-ſay, The Minor 
may eaſily be made paſſable withall ( except. ſuch as are blinded with 

pride , prejudice, or greats [ynorance ) by the Conſideration of theſe 
following Particulars, + ; | 

Con. 1, It tends greatly tothe. Conſuſion'and Diſhonour of a King- 
dom,for itto be influenced by -Weak,Shallow, llliterate, and lncon- 
ſ1derate men, | 

Con. 2, That the generality of the Mechanick, Non-conformiſt Preach» 
ers areſuch. 

Con. I+ That it tends hi: hly ta advance the Grod Order and Hongur 
o a Kingdom ,, to have it lafluenced by Able, Grave, and Learned 

en. 

Con 4. me do moſt abound, and we are moſt certain ts bave 
them tn the Miniſtry of the Church of England. 

The clcaring of theſc'Four Propoſitions 7 hepewill make our Mi - 
nor go for currant pay amongſt ( my Brethren) the Non-conformilts 
rhomſelyes, <a *ia, 
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To the Firſt of theſe, That it tends greatly to the Confuſion and 
Diſhonour of a Kingdom,to be influenced by ſuch as aforeſaid , 
appears frens hence, 

3, They are not able ro mtrci with others of our Neighbour- 
ng Nations,if there ſhould be occaſion or necefficy for it; Let any 
Man reſolve me,in cafe Learned Perſons ſhould be ſent to us from 
other States and Princes, to Treat with us about Religion or 0- 
ther Aﬀairs of State, where ſhould we pick out a competent num- 
ber of Men from amongſt the Mechanick Tribe, that would be able 
romatrch with them, and if nor, as it appears to be ſo ar the frſt 
Sgt, would ir not then be agreat diſhonour to a Renqgned Na- 
ron to have ſuch bear Sway. 

2. Ifthe Nation ſhould be Influenced by ſuch Men ( as the flock- 
Tir tee commen 1g 10 them , and leavin; the other, tends therewnto ) then 

r peoplers dOWN goes our Schools of Learning the Famous Uni- 
deſpiſe char verſities, and not only ſo, but down goes our Churches, 
th:zere zhert and Publick Meeting Places, which are the beſt conveni- 

yy of thaw. czes for Solemn:Ling of Gods Publick Worſhip. As 1 knew 
felves a Mechanick Preacher once,that wiſhed that all the Pa» 
riſh Churchesin England was of one intire Body, and 
that he was able with a Cable to draw thern. into rhe Sea,he would 
&o it though he periſhed with them: (An excellent piere of Zeal to 
think that be ſhould do God good ſervice in ſacrificing bis life, to bring in« 
famy and d-ſhonnr upon his Native Country.) 
And perhays «War And thivisnor all neither, butthen down goes 
x*Lexd.lerds the Miniſters Maintenance'; and not only ſo,but then 
 #nd Tenant; which up comes whole ſwarms of Mechanick Preachers. 
Kearny beſt. Right from the Markets and Fairs, from their Benches and 
to rheir Revenue. Shop-boards, to the Pulpitz then out goes.the Men, 
of the beſt Judgments to ſigh in corners for the deſolation of 1ſracl, 
and in flocks the ſilly ſort ro fit and ſhake their heads, to beat their 
breaſts, to turn up their eyes, and admire at the raiſing up of theſe 
babes and-ſucklings ro Preach ContradiRtion and Nonſenſe , and 
what can theſethings end:in but diſorder, confuſion , and d:ſbonony to 4. 
" Kingdom: | might inlarge here but 1ſpare the weak, 

2. That many of the Mechanick Non-conformifts.arc ſuch, appears 

by theſe ways, Inſtances, © We 


x. They of it the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, 
account it the Met of Fabjlon, whereas there is. pothing 
more evident thanſh great Accompliſher of Men; and- the 
Glory of a Kingdom, --- 2.They 
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. 2. They trample upon Tradition, and affirm that a belief groung- 
ed thereupon , is not available in point of Salvation, and thatrhe 
uſe of any thing derived from thence is unlawful inthe matters of 
Religion, and therefore Oh what owtcries have we in ther Preach- 
wents againſt the Traditions of Men. 

When as there is no way imaginable for theſe Men to prove the 
Sacred Scriptures to be Canonical, bur by the help thereof , nor 
to make one Prayer , or Preach one Sermon, but they muſt uſe 
the Tradition of Men ; for iftbey ſay but Our Father which art in 
Heaven, did they not learn the very form of words as well as the 
ſenſe and underſtanding of them from Men, and are not thoſe 
Prayers conveyed by a ſucceſſion of Tradition from one Generation to 4- 
nother? How elſe came we by it? If they make uſe of a Sentence 
in Manuſcript ,.of a paſſage in Hiſtory, of a Teſtimony , or Re- 

t from others ; the i 4 Tradition either oral , or written, as 
they arc #'ually diſtingwiſbed. Nay , theſe Mencannot take a Text 
of Scripture to Preach from, bur they muſt makeuſe of the Tra- 
ditions of Men ; for was net the tranſcribing of them from the firſt Co- 
pies 4 Tradition? Was not the Printing of them afterwards a Tra- 
dition , and was not the Tranilating of them afterwards a Trad-ti- 
ov, and was not the dividing of rhem into Chapters and Verſes 
a Tradition, and was not the binding of ther up in convenient 
Volumes a Tradition, yea a Humane Invention and Tradition? How 
then ſhall theſe Men ſo much as handle the Bible to Preach with- 
out the uſe of Traditions , and weft we notwithſtanding all this cry 
out againſt Traditions, and amuſe xr Ignorant Hearers about Trads- 
- rien , and fright th:m from all Preachers but our ſtlves, with a noiſe 

of Tradition? And from whence comes this, but from d. wa right Igne- 
rance and [liter acy. 

3- Bur Thirdly, Ir is not Tradition alone that meets with this 
hard uſage from theſe ynskilful Men (whoſe wrath i heavy) but even 
Reaſon nt ſelf chatis an Oracle of God," an univerſal Rule to Man- 
kind, andlo neceſſary ind eſſential to all Faith and Retigion, 4s tha: 
there can be none without it. This noble and renowned Soul falls un- 
der the ſame misfortune with its good old Friend and Neighbour 
Tradition : Oh! What Clamours have we raifed againſt it, calling 
of it Carn.il Reaſon, Corrupted Reaſon, Blind Guide , and what nor, 
and blows ſtruck ready. ro; break che Pulpir, that they may 
thump ir down ſufficiently z and when they have done all, muſt 
be farced to canke(s., Thet 'tj; the gow Governogr and Settley of Hu- 

- 


mane 
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mane Aﬀairs , avdthat there is noknovins of God or Underſtanding 
the Scriptures withiut it, | could name who declir'd it 3lafphemr, 
and endeavoured to raiſe a moſt horrible Perſecution againſt a 
Chriſtian, for affirming , That Reaſon was Eſſential to Faith ard 
Religion ; an1 endeavour'd whatin them lay to ruin both Body 
and Soul, for thet wery Crime; and that withour a fair and equal 
Trial: but h:w theſe Men would-buy, or ſell, borrow, or lend, 


teach, or learn, prepare a Sermon, and Preach it withour it, 7 


would willingly be informed 5* they wonld'do me that kindneſs ; but 
fromchoſe Maſters of Arts that are the Impugners of Reaſon, let 
us bedelivered for ever anq1 ever. Amen. | 

4. They tolerate Men uncapable of the former, and very de- 
fettivein the Latter, Such whoſe Learning never made- them ca- 
pable of reading witha Cciſtinct and proper pronounciation. 

F. They flight, undervalue and- reje&t M-n of the beſt Parts 
and.Learning in the Land , 4s might be made appear , not only by the 
ſurly Carriages they ſhew towards them, b#t by ſhunning: their 
Company, anda all times refuſing to hear them ; And nw itt all 
wen judge what order and honour that Nation is like to be clothed with, 
where ſach are Predominant. 

- 6, The FaQtions, Divifions , and Confufions that are amongft 
themſelves, evidently ſrew how wiſe and learned they are, andwhat 
honour it would be tothe Kingdom to be influenc*d by them. For 
to ſer aſide more private Diſorders, We have them that are open to 
the fight of the Sun, (viz.)Forry diſtint-Sects, ſome ſay twenty at 
leaſt, others ſay each one blaming the Church State for ir ſelfzag if 
one Worſhipped the Sun , another the Moon ,” another Mahomer,, 
another Jeſus, and ayother his own fancy: and what all this wyaltd 
amount to, 5s eaſily # 

Kingdom. Bur of this enough, I wiſhit otherwiſe, 

3. Pvop.. That it highly tends to advance the Honour and good 
Order of a Kingdom, to haye it Influenced by Able, Grave, and 
Learned Men, x | | 

If this Propoſition was not clear at firſt, now it'might be made 

by many Inſtances ; as Fethro's Counſel to Moſes to chuſe out ſuch 
for his Aſſiſtance : The Pſal-sft Adviſes all toit that fir at Sterne ; 
Pſal. x, And the Prophet Malachy tells us, That the Priefts lips ſhould 
preſerve Knowledg , and that Men ſhould ſeck the Law: at-their 
Mouths. And itis a Brand of infamy fixt upon [ſraelof old.that 
they mage Prieſts of the. loweſt of the People ; thats, mg" ef- 

cmigate 


weſt at , if they ſhould prevail tolnfluence the / 
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feminate Spirits, light Wits, and great want of Learning. And our” 
Saviour himſ=elf ſeems to reflect upon NV. codemwus , becauſe he was 
a - ber pop , and was unlearn'din, and unskill'd abour the 
moſt neceſlary and important point of Religion , (viz.) The Re- 
formation of a Mans Heart and Life, The Apoſtle Sr. Paul Refl: c:8 
diſhonour upon the Cor5u1hians for want of Wiſdom, Learning,and 
Gravity, to keep Peace and good Order in the Charcb, 1Cor,6.y. 
And was it not an honour to Egypt that they had Foſeph with them - 
to teach their Senators Wiſdom,and ſet good Order amongſt them. 
Was it not an honour to / rel that they had Sol»m1o0n a Wiſe, Learn- 
ed, andJudicious Prince over them, and Subordinates ſuitable unto 
him ? Did they not then become th2- admiration and dread of all 
the Nations round about ? And indeed it we ſpeak of the Honogr of | 
a Nati, properly it conſiſts chiefly in theſe two things : | 

1. The Approbation-of God. 2. The Reverence and Dread of 
Other Nattons; and theſe are both accompl fh:d by the Condult and 
Inflicense of Prud:rnt and Learned Men : Forſucha Nation God will 
Plant and nor pluckuip , make the Head and not the Tail ; where 
he finds Men of Wiſdom and ſudgment, todo right, andexecure 
Jaſtice in the Gate. And ſuch a Nation ſhall have the Reverence and 
Dread of all its Neighbours round about. And it may be ſaid of 
them whoare- under the Conduct and Influence of Wiſe and Learn- 
ed'men , Happy are the people that are in ſuch 4 caſe. But on the con- 
trary, to ſuch asare unler weak, ſhallow , andillicerate, Wo 
be to thee, O Land , when thy Prieſts and Rulers are ſuch. More - 
might be ſpoken upon this Subject, but that we fear to excted. 

4. Prop. That ſuch do moſt abound, and we are moſt certain to 


' have them in the ,Mgniſtry of the Church of England: For the 


clearing of this, the experience of many years tells us, That out 
of the Minifiry of the Church of England, we have had Men fir to 
Preach before great ar.d mighty Princes, the High Courts of Parli- 
ament , the Grave and Reverend Judges of the Realm, the Magi- 


*ſtrares and Courts of Aldermen in great Cities and Corporations ; . 


es their Learning and Education hath been ſuch «« hath rendred 
th:m fit to be Conncel ors of $tate, to give Adviceto Princes, andto 
go Ambaſſadors upon Grand Meſſages (for their Countries good ) 
intoforeign parts. But where have any aroſe out of the Mechanich 
Preachers of the Non-conformiſts? And is not this for the honour of a 
Nation (where Science ſhall ſo flauriſh) that a fort, or rafhk of 
Men, which commonly is below the Gentry in point of Deſcent , 
ſhonld by Learniag and good Education. b2come able to deliver 
GoJ- 
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Gods Mcſlaze to their Princes and Rulers, and their Princes Am- 
baſſages to foreign States : and would nor all this be loſt if the Na- 
tion ſhould be ſuffered coloſe it's Learning, and to be immerſed 
into dull and clowniſh literacy ? And would not the loſs of theſe 
bring inevitable Confuſion and Diſhonour to a Nation? Andif any 
be otherwiſe minded ; 1 ſhall [cave 4 wpon them to pauſe and con- 
fider, and ſhall beready to undertake ro Convince them upon a 
fir opp Irtunity , &c, We ſhall but barcly lay down two «rgu- 
ments more , and ſo come tothe laſt Propofitior. 

IF. Arg, Weraiſe from the Cuſtom, Sectlement , or Conſtitu- 
tion of a Kingdomr, whichin it {elf is neither ſinful , nor inconve- 
nient ; nor hath the leſſer pars of a- people any juſt righe to alcer 
it: andthatwe frame thus, Whaiſoever hath been the ancient Cu- 
ſtom, and ie, for the preſent Settlem?nt and beſt State , rhe Con- 
ftitution of a Kingdom, got being in it ſelf evil or inconvenient, is 
. the Members wndoubted Duty to ſubmit unto ? Bus ſuch an Adhering, 
. or Compliance,contended for,hath been the ancient Cuſtom, is for 
the preſent Settlement and beſt Laws,the Conſtitution of this King- 
. dom: Ergo,lt oughtto be done. Inlargement upon this we forbear. 

16. Arg. Is taken from the Laws of Prudence, in reſpect. of our 
'ſelves .and Families , which we thas offer » 

Whatſoever tends ro the Wellfare , Settlement , and Security 
-of our Selves and Families, and to prevent ſuffering prejudice and 
ruin, being in itſelf neither ſinful nor inconvenient, is Chriftians 
-wndoubrted Duty. But ſuch an Adhering and Compliance aforeſaid, 

hath ſuch a happy and comfortable tendency ; Ergo, The Inlarg- 
ment upon this we wave alſo for the realon aforeſaid , and come 
co the laſt Propoſition, namely, that it x 4 very great PR__— 

Lift Prop. Touching the Conveniency of it, we ſhall be excecd- 
ing briefnow, and leave a fuller diſcuſſion thereof ro another 
Seaſon (in caſe it ſbould appear needful.) 

3. Firſt, Then there isin ſucha Compliance contended for,the 
Anſwer of a good Conſcience in obedience tothat great Apaſtol- 
.cal Rifle of being ſubjeft ro the higher Powers , Kew. 13, 1. Tits 
3.4-1 Pe.2.13. 

2. There will be not only a freeing the Magiſtrate from Fears, 
Jealoufies and much trouble , bat alſo aprocuringfrom him favour 
anda good opinion , which is a conveniency not to be lighted. Y 

3. Thercwill be a Freedom from a needleſs charge in contributing 
9 the Maintenance of weak and filly Men , who carclefly ove 


— 


— 
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their Civil Callings (and expoſe their Families toruin and d: cay, and 
fo depend wpon others to be provided for) under a pretence of being 
call'd ro Preach , when God knows they do not underſinnd their ABC 
in Religion, can hardly ſpeak common ſenfe, and are ſo tar from 
being able to convince Critical Gain-ſayers,s that = knownot how 
to teach the lgnorant, or to form one right intelligible Notion 
of Points Fundamental ; nay ſuch they are as often Preach Non-ſenſe, 
Confuſion, and ſometimes Blaſphemy ; for the clearing of which: 
I will appeal to all impartial Men, whether ſich Men as haye rot 
a faculty or habit of knowledg, ſurted toſogreat an Undertaking, 
as to Preach the Goſpel, and become Ambaſſadors for the King. 
of Heaven to the Souls of Men. -2, That have not Books to. 
read to help to fit them and prepare them. 3. That do not al- 
low themſelves time to Study (and this is the s of many of our Me- 
chanick, Preachers) | ſay whether it be at all likely that theſe men 
ſhould be fir ro Preach. Alas! that great Precept of St. Pazl to Ti- 
methy, Study to ſhew thy ſelf approved, is not in their Creed or 
Kalender: At leaft, little taken noticeof, or regarded by them; 
though all wiſe men know there 1s unſprakable need of it, &e. 

4. In the Bowels of this Compliance there is a freeing our ſelves. 
from 4 growndleſ; wnwarrantable Suffering which every true Chriſti- 
an ſhould carefully ſhun; #e# enly tor the ſake of themſelves and Fas 
milics, but for the honoxr of the Relizion they profeſs ; which is expos'd 
to contempt , when the Profeſlors of itturn giddy, and ſuffer for 
they know not what. ——— 

5. It tends much to the uniting of all Perſons of the beſt Parts- 
amongſt the reſpeRive Parties,in Order to the making their Coun-- 
cils unanimous, and their Endeavyours proſperous againſt a threat- 
ning Enemy. 

6. There i alajing 4 Foundation, not only for the ſhutting out - 
of thoſe tharare weak and inſipid Men,ſometimes made uſe of to ; 
fill up a vacancy, but alfo for the taking in of ſuch that have good : 

"natural Parts that hitherto have lain out; and improving them for 
Publick Imploy: which tends much tothe rendring the Proteſtant 
Intereſt the more Formidable againit its Foes, 

7. It tends beſt ts Propagate the Goſpel to Future Generations, 
for the Minifiry of the Church of Exglend is beſt provided to- 
train -up a Nurſery for the defence of the Goſpel in time to- 
come, which would be in imminent danger ' of being loft, ” 
if it. ſhould be wholly left to the Non-conformiſts : L... : 

: hey: 
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They have neither Men of Learning to educate, nar fit Schools 
or Places to retain, nor Maintenance whereby to ſuſtain the re- 
ſpective Maſters and Scholars ,that the Honour of the Natior,as well 
as che Propagating of Religion, doth require, If anyſhall be ſo weak 
and wild at this tins: , as to objzct that we mu} rruſi God for the Spirit 
ro make Miniſters: the anſweris ready. 
t. That there is none ſo weak, ſo wild and extravagant, as thoſe 

Preachers that pretend moſt to Inſpiration (as could be made ap- 
pear beyond all contradiction, o 

2- Where Gol affords a ſufficiency of ordinary means , there 
"tis preſumption to expedt extraordinary aſliſtances, 

3+ The giving up our (clves toſuch a groundleſs truſt, is th2 next 
wayrto (turn Mugletonians and) beget a new fitrain of Enthuſiaſts, 
the Vanity of whoſe Inſpirations hath been ſufficiently manifeſt to this 
Age. 
- In Caſe God Almighty ſhould be pleaſed to let out more of 
his >piritamongſtus, unleſs it be as in the days of the Apoſtles,tg ina- 
ble us immediarly to ſj eak with tongues, there will ttill be need of 
gcod Education ( preparatory to he Miniſtry | and that is hike to. be 
had no where elſe but in the Miniſtry of the Church of Es; land : 
for as the Non-conformiſts have not done any thing hitherto, ſo they 
have made no proviſion for it for future times z the defet# of which 
whſt needs prove prejudicial to the Nation in general, and tO the Pro- 
teſt ant Canſe in particular : 1. To the Naticn,in bringing of it under 
the reproach of an illiterare Nation. 2. in expoſing of it to the 
baffles of its Enemies, who will eaſily inſulc over it, if there be no 
Men of a good education to withſtand chem. 3.To the Proteſtant 
Cauſe, if there beno Men found for the future, whoſe Learning 
renders them capable to defend it againſt the Intrigues and Subtil - 
ties of its apt and well prepared Adverſaries:;- Now there i>-none can 
deny bur that the Miniſtry of the C!1urch of England doth att up 
more conſonantly ro the great Apoſtolical Rule given to Trmerhy, 
ro commit Good Learning co Faithful Men, that they m ay tranſ- 
mitir to Poſterity, than the Non- conformiſts do or can do,&Tc. 

8.Tis the ready way to have all thoſethat are men of GoodGeniua's, ound 
Intelletts, and Clear Naturals, whoſe Spirits incline to Peace, and an 
amicable Concord,prefer'd to fſach ſuitable proviſion as may render 
them capable to allow themſelves rinie about Profitable Studies , 
rending rothe good of the Nation and of many Souls in ir. 


9. 'Tis 
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9.' Tix 4 goed way to prevent thas Sin of Tyranny and Cnmereifultef; 
which hath too much abounded among ſome of the Nan-can- 
formiſts towards ſome of their Miniſters: who bave required 
them ta Plow ,; and thatupan ſevere Penalties roo, Nam-ly of 
their being confounded for nat Improving their Talents, when there 
hath been no Proviſion made to fodder-theſe poor Oxen, or keep them 
alive in the World, ' 

Io. It tends mach to the Incomragement of a good Miniſtry, to have 


' a peaceable People to dwell amongſt, anda full Aſſembly topreach 


unto. 

It. It tends tothe fulfilling of Scripture and anſwering of old "Runs 
f::, namely of Chriſtians coming tobe of one way, and'one lan- 
guage, for univerſal gocd ta themſelves and Children, 

Iz. And Lafth, It will beget Love, increaſe Knowl:d;e, incou- 
rage Learning, extwpate Ignorance , eſtabliſh aNey bbourly Peace, 
diſhearten our Enemies, with multitude ofthe like Conyeniencies, 
in comperryen of which thaſe little Shiboleths, CharaGevs of DiſtinRi- 
on and cauſes of Diviſion, are ner worthy oxuce to be named, ar to-comie 
in remembrance, Let us then (for the honour af Gad, the peace of 
the Nation, _ the good af our ſelves, and the love of allthoſe con» 
veniencies.) nor through Pride and Humour grow abſinate;,/ and 
gain-ſay thoſe things. that. fo apparently tend, not only $atherair 
ſing of our eſteem and repuration with the. beſt of qur Nejghbours 
here,but alſo will yield us much comfort in the day. of Judgment 
hereafter, whey everymanſoall be yewarded according to his warks, 
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An Appendix. 
R *: 1 intend this ſhort Appendix ſhall ſupply the want 


of 1n Epittle , which is commanly defign'd 19 « foxr fold 
» cfwineſs. 7, To Apologize for, and giveReaſons of Meus 
Writing upon ſuch or ſucha SubjeR, 2. To preventnyſtares@ un 
the Rearer, that may be occafioned by the deficiency or ſhortneſs 
of the Author. 3, To excuſe Errors, and beg pardon for-them. 
4. Togive ſome particular or ſpecial DireQion aboyr the general 
Diſcourſe. ln all theſe reſpets I might ſay famethipg;;., ABdFirt, 
Touching. my Apology , Lhave thiato'fay,'z, iThe'Macect.is gagd 
2+ The Deſign is honeſt. 3. —_ hath nec&of + :4< S6mMe mw 
my 


[ 341 
much deſire it ; and'in reference to the-Cenſorious , I ſhalf only 
fay thus much. r.' If T 'have done Evil , bear witneſs of that Evif: 


2. He thar is withour Faulc in ſuch R- ſpeCts, let him caſtthe firſt * 


3, Let me have 4 fair Trial before Judgment and Execy- 
tion. 4. if ir bean Error , itis a Reaſon ofmv Judgment , which 
F thought n-edful co go before my comman practice.g.Ifiche an Er- 
ror, it makes for Peace, therefore the more pardonable. 6. 1 
am willing to give Perſons of adiffering mind a peaceable meet- 
ing ro.debare it, &c- | 

And as touching the preventing of miſtakes, I have this to ſay; 
that I would nor be underſtood by any; as if my RefleRion ( in 
feveral- places) up5" the Nn-conformilſts, is equally ro be extend» 
ed ro all that gres under that denomination, for indeed they are not 
fo intended; | well knowing that there are Men of great Learning 
and worthy Parts, who are ſuch now upon ſome particular grounds, 
thar have formerly -heen Miniſters of the Church of England them- 
ſelves; and happily miy again, if one or two ſtumbling Blocks 
were remaved, which are not fo great as ſome Wiſe M-n may 
imagine ; theſe ſay are wholly exempted from thoſe Reflections, 
and- not only theie, but ſons: Mechan ch Non-conformiſts alſo; who 
are Men ofgoo4 Tempers, and amicaivle, and charitable Behavi- 
our , ' who'do fr quently to their great ſatufattion, adhere tothe Wor- 
thy Miniſters aforeſaid ; they Ifay-are no: the Subjects of thoſe 
Refl:ctions ,. but as may ar ſeveral ewyns be obſerved , the deſign. of 
them+3 againſt the rigid}, fiingy , the.ill-natured, ſowre, me- 
roſe and uncharitable , the weak, ignorant, dogmartical, - and 
impofing , the wild extravagant and-Antinomian , zealous, irre- 
gular and illicerate Non-conformits, that prattle, and carries on 


prerences of Religion without fear bw wit ; that bolds it wnliwful to hear , 
any but their own Party, or ſuch that aſſimulate with themſelves, Theſe. 


wandering Stars, theſe Clouds without Water, thar-are ſtubborg- 

ly. bentupon Faftion and Niviſion, and ſhews no ground for ir, 

* by -which = do-miſerably abuſe e:hers,in putting the name of Conſcience 

- it (19735 

«= And touching an excuſe for Errors, be it knownthat it was 

*; wWritter-amidſt of much Worldly buſineſs, which I was tied 
to manage, for theſake of my Family; and. therefore for want 
-of due'time , "tis poſſibleErrors might-paſs; which ifthere have, 
Dintendt0-acknowledge them/when made manifeſt ,, and endea- 

' vourtoimake Reformation, andcraye a pardan, (4 | 
F And 
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And for Direction about the whole , 1 ſay read it over two or 
three times , and thcn, if you find nothing in it worth your time, 
lay it aſide for wer. 
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A Poſtcript by way of Aſſertion, Supplication, and Deprecation, of a 
very late Writer , eminent for Primitiv2 Piety, and Chriſtian Pra- 
dence and Great Learning #00 , in the quammeſs 'and gaitie of it : 
VIZ, 


ET us of this Church and Nation conſider, that as we.cer- - 

_ _ tainlyare (and without oftentation, or any ſecular intereſt - 

be it ſpoken, ) the moſt perfect and the ſincereſt parr of the 
Catholick Church now exiſtent , fo we truſt thatiir is the particu+ 
lar indulgence of Almighty God to keep us. up to this our re- 
finement by conſtant perſecutions,to corre and abate our perſonal 
dcefets, bur ro confirm and make'our Doftrines more illuſtrious, . 
by the 1mplacable oppoſicions of Phanatic rage and Jeſuitic ma» 
lice. Andifwe farther refle@& on that UnparalleP4W:i(dom, Learn- 
ing, and MoJleration, that m5ſt rational and ſubſtantial Piety, Cha- 
rity, and Devotion of our Church, we ſhall be ready to acknow- 
ledge it highly expedient that , with Sc. Pas! , we ſhould have a - 
Thorn in th: FI ſb, and be often under the buffetings of Satan, the 
deſigns ang! attempts of unreaſonable and malicions Adverſaries , 
leſs we ſhould b: puffed wp, 2 Cor. 12. 7. m6 of vmaghiyun, - 
with our exceeding abundance of © Revelations. And let 
our Enemies now deſtroy our Ciries, let them burn down our Teni- 
ples : if we cannot fingPraiſes under their Roofs, we will Repent un- 
dertheir Aſhes; we will meet in Dens and Cavesof the Earth, and : 
by thoſe abſcurities, thoſe ſteal ths of Worſhip, renderour Religion . 
more Apoſtolical, more Primitive ; yet will we ſet our Moſes in the 
Gap, ta ſee if peradventure, the Lord too will repent and turn:a- 
way his diſpleaſure-fromus : To this end. we willhumble and pro- + 
ſtrate our felves, grow Pioneers in Devotion, and Countermige 
them in our Prayers,and ſhould the deſtroying Angel be alreadycome - 
forch, ſhould. Judgement be already commiſſhoned for our ruin; yet 
will we pray againſt the Decree, againſt the Predeſtination it ſelf, 
and ſay, Matt.26.39.Lordif it b: poſſible l:t this Cuppaſe, T M, M.A. 
Pleaſe to hear another Witnsſs , but of another. Nation: figbe- 
ing ſaid ,. That in the Mouthof two or three ,, and you. may þave . 
; mo 
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two or-three hundred, were jr requiſite) every word'is eſtabliſhed, Tt 
was the Aſſertion of a Wiſe, Man (if general Experience. andMemory 
makeup one)whohag ho in foreign parts withaNoble Qoprempt 
of great PrefaringittSn the righthand and on the left , if he would 
hob | —0r; butfcornived at the Erroneous Pofititis 
ons and Prattices of Seducerse. toall whom'this real and refluve 
Reply was , -that of St. Peter to, Sinn Mayaws,, - Thy Meny periſh 
with thee. N. B, repay aj: Apd yctworcinbis Brealt dnimanm Ca- 
thelirwm , that isa Soulready to Commiunicate with all Chriſtians, 
SalvaVertitate; notwithſtanding different. jn .form of Diſcipline 
and om ward Ceremonies; fo far was he” frorh he udſeaſonable., 
thaziſay nor, unreaſonable ſeverity of fome who! [reſume to 
Non Church whole Churches for ſuch 'Circumfſtantial DifferEnices, ' 
as long as they- hold* the Subſtance of Chriftian "Dorige'and 
Worſhip. For Wiſe Mx do not think it ſafe ro multiply Adverfaries 
( of whome we haveenoupgh already, God knoweth, ) we muſt be 
very wary toavoid the Miſchief of an unneceffary Schiſm ;, which 
may-harden the worſt Advyerfaries in Herefy. It was1 fay,the Afﬀer- 
tion of & Wife Man, whio had been without vanity, I hav (faith he 
through GodsProvidencttrdvcllid and taken an Impartial Spry of Gert 
+bo Eaftern'and Weſterh'Chutcher, and can aſſert wpormuine « 


periems that with: Eaftern Charchts, the Greeks, Atrmerijans,&c. 6 
bs oo > CammonPr ths dailyPablick ſervice of God: Arid 


in the Weſtern Charchts, av ug throw h Germany (to take the like 

'Srvey,) hd'with comfort brhold the ſame Dath Pablick Offices with full 

-Gongregations, in thoſe they call the Lutherans «nd the Calviniſts ; 

-Dr.' Bafire,” | 
rlent ! F I N 1-8. 
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| | An' Advertiſement. 4 2 = & 
TJ Here wil' be apon this Subjeft , which will 'comtain , vit. : 
"ff Sober Debite about Separation frons the Church of Etigland : 
won Three Dieſtionts © oo OD 
2. Whethey amy perſon fr:yt of a Divine Call be warrawed ( publick- 
h) co attemiprebe Alteration of a National andPublique Eſtabliſhed Re- 
f100, % bref, | wy f 
-_ 2. Whethor tht Church of England doth poſitively enjoyn any 
-tagardow of Satoation. 9,98, 46 ts 4 "4 * TY 
 ' g. Whetbet @ Total Separation fiomther Cemmunion bt her a Schifts 
i Fbe worſt Senſe. 


